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Appendix A: Ecologically Significant Habitats of the Binnen Kill 

and Tidal Habitats124 
 

“The classification used in NRI and in the associated habitat mapping (Figure 15) has 

equivalents in the New York Natural Heritage Program (NYNHP) natural community 

classification (Table 7). Habitats differ from NYNHP communities in that they are sometimes 

more generalized, being defined in terms of dominant vegetation type (and hydrology) rather 

than at the species level (e.g., upland hardwood forest rather than northern red oak forest).”  

 

 

                                                           
124 Edward Samanns, Erik Kiviat, et al, Natural Resource Inventory and Assessment of Conservation 

Priorities of the Binnen Kill and its Tidal Habitats (New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation, Hudson River Estuary Program, 2017), 31-32. 
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“Each of the observed habitats is described below, and the total acreage of each habitat is 

summarized in Table 8. Based on the field inspection and interpretation of aerial photographs, 

aquatic and wetland (both tidal and non-tidal) habitats cover approximately 410 acres (166 

hectares [ha]) (51.5 percent) of the Study Area, whereas terrestrial (upland) habitats cover 370 

acres (150 ha) (46.5 percent). The remaining 14 acres (2 percent) consist of developed land uses 

(roads and wastewater treatment facility). The study area is evenly divided among forested 

habitats (including upland and swamp forests; 34 percent), open uplands (oldfield, hayfield, 

fallow field, row crops, and upland shrubland; 30 percent), and open (non-forested) wetlands (29 

percent). Unvegetated tidal channel (Binnen Kill and Hudson River) occupies another 5 percent, 

and the remaining 2 percent of the Study Area is developed.”125 

 

 

                                                           
125 Ibid. 






