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MINUTES BOOK**TOWN OF COEYMANS


September 9, 2013 – Town Board Meeting – 7:00pm

A Town Board Meeting was held Monday, September 9, 2013, at 7:00pm at Town Hall, 18 Russell Avenue, Ravena, New York 

PRESENT:

Stephen D. Flach, Supervisor

                              
Dawn L. Rogers, Councilwoman




Thomas A. Boehm, Councilman





Thomas E. Dolan, Councilman



Peter E. Masti, Councilman
ALSO PRESENT: 
Diane L. Millious, Town Clerk




Albert Deering, Highway Superintendent



Greg Darlington, Chief of Police
*****************************

Supervisor Flach opened the meeting and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

*****************************

OPENING COMMENT

Supervisor Flach stated that the records should reflect the presence of a full Town Board.
*****************************

AGENDA
· Public Announcements
- September 11, 2013, Remembrance Day
- Rescheduled Date for Fireworks 09-29-13

· Public Comment Period
· Approval of Minutes of Meetings
- Town Board Meeting, August 26, 2013

Old Business 

· New Business 

- Jeep Suburban, Auctions International

· Resolutions

- Accept Resignation of Planning Board Vice-Chair

- Authorize WWTP Operator to Attend Training

- Authorize Supervisor to Sign Gasboy Renewal Contract

- Grant Competitive Status to Police Officer

- Name Police Recruits to Registry

- Authorize Supervisor to Sign DEC Order on Consent

· Correspondence

- NYS Department of Public Service, Lifeline Discount Telephone Service

· Town Board Workshops/Meetings

- ZBA Meeting, May 15, 2013, 7:00pm
- Town Board Workshop, May 21, 2013, 6:00pm

- Town Board Meeting, May 29, 2013, 7:00pm
· Executive Session

- Discuss Council 82 Contract

- Discuss 207C (Police Officer)

*****************************

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS

Remembrance Day – September 11, 2013

Supervisor Flach stated that there will be a Remembrance Day on September 11, 2013 and the flags will be lowered to half staff.
Rescheduled Day for Fireworks

Supervisor Flach stated that on September 29th from 4:00-8:00 there will be a DJ with fireworks at 8:00pm at Mosher Park in lieu of the rain that came down during the festival and they had to cancel and added that there will also be food vendors.
*****************************
PUBLIC COMMENT

Supervisor Flach invited the public to comment at this time, hearing none he moved to the next item on the agenda.

*****************************

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Supervisor Flach stated that there was one set of minutes for Town Board approval, a Town Board Meeting on August 26, 2013 and then asked for a motion to approve them.

MOTION
On motion of Councilwoman Rogers, seconded by Councilman Dolan, the minutes were approved as presented and read. 
APPROVED – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

*****************************

OLD BUSINESS
Gazebo Roof (Not on Agenda)
Supervisor Flach stated that they had talked about the gazebo roof at the last Workshop and he meant for the Town Clerk to call some contractors in the local area because the cost is below what they would have to have for a Request for Proposal.

Town Clerk Millious stated that they can do it that way because it is under $10,000.00 or they can put it out to bid and it is up to the Board.

Supervisor Flach asked how she felt about calling some local contractors to give the Town a price.

Councilman Dolan suggested that they just ask if anyone is interested rather than selecting a few.

Supervisor Flach stated that they can put it in the paper.

Councilman Dolan stated that he thought they had talked about this already.

Town Clerk Millious stated that they authorized her to do the police bid but the gazebo was possibly going to be done in-house or they were going to put out a Request for Proposal and if it is under a certain amount they can ask a few or they can put it out to bid and reiterated that it is up to the Board.

Supervisor Flach stated asked if they wanted to put it in the paper to see if anyone will give them a price.

Councilman Dolan stated that he thought at the last meeting they had said that they should get an estimate on it to start with and someone from the audience asked how much it would be and reiterated that they said they would need to get an estimate.

Supervisor Flach stated that they could get a few estimates and pick from one of them.

Town Clerk Millious stated that they would have to authorize her by a motion if they wanted her to put it in the paper.

Councilman Dolan stated that in the minutes the Attorney advised that they should get three estimates, Town Clerk Millious asked if she should advertise it in the newspaper and Councilman Boehm said that maybe they could do it by donations and then it was authorized by motion to get estimates.

Supervisor Flach stated that the process of how to get the estimates is the question at this point.

Town Clerk Millious stated that if they want an invitation to bid, she needs to know.

Councilman Dolan reiterated that the motion was to advertise for some estimates.

Supervisor Flach stated that they were set because they already made a motion.

Town Clerk Millious stated that they were also checking in-house and she didn’t know where they were with that and this is why she brought it up.

*****************************

NEW BUSINESS

Auctions International – Jeep Suburban

Supervisor Flach asked that Chief Darlington discuss the Jeep Suburban.
Chief Darlington stated that the Jeep Suburban was impounded as the result of a crime and the DA’s Office released it and the owner didn’t come and claim it for quite some time and now the cost to get it out, he feels is more than the vehicle is worth so he is signing the title of the jeep and trailer over to the Town.
Supervisor Flach stated that they need to make a motion for the Chief to place the vehicle on Auctions International.

MOTION
On motion of Councilman Boehm, seconded by Councilwoman Rogers authorizing Chief Darlington to advertise the Jeep Suburban on Auctions International.

APPROVED – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Councilman Dolan asked about the trailer.

Chief Darlington stated that it is a good trailer and he would like to hold it for use within the Town. 

Councilman Boehm asked for an estimated value of the Jeep.

Chief Darlington stated that he would say that it easily will be $1,000.00 and he recently got $3,600.00 for a police forfeiture vehicle and added that Auctions International is a great site.

Supervisor Flach asked if anyone had any other New Business, hearing none he moved to the next item on the agenda.
*****************************

RESOLUTIONS

RES. #146-13 ACCEPT LETTER OF RESIGNATION FOR PLANNING BOARD MEMBER
On motion of Councilman Boehm, seconded by Councilwoman Rogers, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

WHEREAS, Cynthia Kunz submitted her letter of resignation of Vice-Chairman of the Planning Board;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Cynthia Kunz’s resignation as Vice-Chairman of the Planning Board is hereby accepted.

Councilman Boehm stated that he wanted to thank Cynthia for her service for a number of years and she has been a great service to the Town.

Councilman Dolan stated that he wanted to thank Cynthia also and she was trying to do a good job under difficult circumstances and he understands why she resigned.

Councilwoman Rogers stated that she seconded what Councilman Dolan had said.

Supervisor Flach stated that she had been there a long time and did a great job and he is sorry to see her go and thanked her for her service to the Town.

RES. #147-13 AUTHORIZE WWTP OPERATOR TO ATTEND TRAINING
On motion of Supervisor Flach, seconded by Councilman Boehm, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

WHEREAS, the New York Rural Water Association will be holding a seminar in Ghent, New York, September 26, 2013 for “Operational Math”, and
WHEREAS, John Lennon from the Sewer Department desires to attend this seminar, which will provide 6 credit hours required by NYS DEC to maintain licensing, and

WHEREAS, a prepaid registration fee of $20.00 for classes is required,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that John Lennon is hereby authorized to attend this seminar in Ghent, New York, September 26, 2013, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans will reimburse Mr. Lennon the round-trip mileage for use of his personal vehicle upon submission of voucher.

RES. #148-13 AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO SIGN RENEWAL CONTRACT WITH GASBOY
On motion of Councilwoman Rogers, seconded by Councilman Dolan, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED
WHEREAS, the Superintendent of Highways has requested that the Town Supervisor sign a renewal contract with Gasboy to provide software that operates the fuel pumps at the Highway Garage for the renewal period October 20, 2013 through October 20, 2014, and
WHEREAS, the contract is not to exceed $240.00,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby authorize Supervisor Stephen D. Flach to sign the renewal contract with Gasboy at a cost not to exceed $240.00.

Supervisor Flach interjected that it is an annual contract.

RES. #149-13 GRANT COMPETITIVE CIVIL SERVICE STATUS TO POLICE OFFICER
On motion of Councilman Dolan, seconded by Councilwoman Rogers, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

WHEREAS, the Albany County Department of Civil Service has raised an issue with the number of hours worked by non-competitive part-time Police Officers, and

WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans does rely on part-time Police Officers to keep budget costs down, and

WHEREAS, there are officers who currently hold non-competitive status as part-time and these officers are eligible for competitive status,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby grant competitive status as less than full-time Police Officer to the following:



Ryan Cross

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the granting of competitive Civil Service status is pending approval by Albany County Civil Service.

Councilman Boehm asked that Chief Darlington explain the resolution.

Chief Darlington stated that Civil Service had raised issues with Police Officers working more than 20 hours a week and when you grant them Civil Service status there is no limit to the number of hours that they are allowed to work and for anyone that can obtain it, it is a benefit for the Town.
RES. #150-13 APPOINT POLICE RECRUITS AS PART-TIME POLICE OFFICERS
On motion of Councilman Boehm, seconded by Councilman Dolan, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans had previously authorized sponsorship of four part-time Police Officer Recruits, Nicholas LaMountain, Jeffrey Hoose, Jeffrey D’Ambrosio, and Matthew Mueller, to attend the Police Academy at their own expense, and
WHEREAS, while they are attending training, Chief Darlington has been advised that a requirement for continued training is placement on the Police Registry,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans authorizes the appointment of the aforementioned Police Recruits as Part-Time Police Officers, effective immediately, in anticipation of successful completion of the Police Academy and approval of Albany County Civil Service. Their rate of pay will be in accordance with the current Collective Bargaining Agreement.
RES. 151-13 AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO SIGN ORDER ON CONSENT

On motion of Supervisor Flach, seconded by Councilman Dolan, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans is subject to Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Order on Consent 2011-1208-155 (effective on January 31, 2012). The Order contained a Schedule of Compliance, which requires the Town to address problems for its sanitary sewer collection system, and

WHEREAS, the Town had requested, via correspondence dated July 17, 2012, an extension to the time frames set forth in the Order’s Schedule of Compliance. The DEC has found good cause for granting the request, and

WHEREAS, the Modified Order on Consent stipulates the sum of $1,000.00 of the $5,000.00 Civil Penalty be paid and returned with the signed and notarized Order to the DEC. The Civil Penalty shall be paid in the form of a certified or bank check made payable to the NYS DEC. The balance due is $4,000.00 will be suspended and not be payable, provided the Town fully complies with the Order.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby authorize Supervisor Stephen D. Flach to sign the Order on Consent and return the check in the amount of $1,000.00.

Councilman Dolan stated that as he understands it, in addition to lowering the fine from $5,000.00 to $1,000.00, the big benefit to the Town is extending the date that they need to complete the sewer system to October 2016.

Supervisor Flach stated that it is correct and they have until the 15th to sign it otherwise an additional $4,000.00 will be added.

Councilman Dolan stated that the extension also would not be granted.

*****************************

CORRESPONDENCE

NYS Department of Public Service – Lifeline Discount Telephone Service

Supervisor Flach stated that he was in receipt of a correspondence from the State of New York Department of Public Service and continued by reading the following:

Dear Consumer Leader,

I am writing to ask you help in raising awareness of the Lifeline Discount Telephone Service Program and encouraging eligible consumers to enroll. Lifeline Discount Telephone Service is a program designed to make basic telephone service more affordable for income-eligible consumers.

Consumers qualify for Lifeline by participating in one of a number of federal assistance programs or by having income below 135% of the federal poverty guidelines. Recently, the Federal Communications Commission updated its rules governing program eligibility and non-duplication of support to improve the program efficiency and ensure those that need support can receive it.
September 9-15, 2013 has been designated as National Telephone Discount Lifeline Awareness Week. The New York State Department of Public Service (DPS) is join in other state agencies, local human service organizations, and local telephone companies to promote Lifeline Awareness Week and focus attention on this important program.

We invite you to spread the word about these programs during Lifeline Awareness Week and throughout the year. We have enclosed a “sample sheet” identifying the materials we have available to assist you in educating your constituents about these programs and encouraging them to enroll. We have also enclosed a self-addressed, postage paid card if you would like to order copies of these free materials.

We ask you to join us in raising awareness of this important program by posting information about it in your offices, distributing information to your staff and consumers you serve, forwarding this information to other organizations in your community that serve low-income consumers, writing an article for a local paper that reaches consumers, and posting a link on your organization’s website to the Lifeline page on our www.AskPSC.com consumer website. An outreach “tool kit”, available on the web site provides sample outreach materials that you can download and tailor to meet your needs.

It you have any questions about the Lifeline Program or Lifeline Awareness Week, please feel free to contact Lorna Gillings at (518) 474-1788 or at lorna.gillilngs@dps.ny.gov Thank you for your assistance

Sincerely,

Patrice O’Connor

Utility Consumer Program Specialist
Councilman Dolan stated that for those living in the Town of Coeymans and who gets HEAP through his office, if they are a senior they can call his office and they can get them what they need to get the Lifeline discount.
Councilman Boehm stated that it should also be put on the Town’s website.

Supervisor Flach suggested that they note on the website that they can call Councilman Dolan’s office for assistance.

*****************************
TOWN BOARD WORKSHOPS/MEETINGS

· Town Board Workshop, September 17, 2013, 6:00pm
· ZBA Meeting, September 18, 2013, 7:00pm
· Town Board Meeting, September 23, 2013, 7:00pm
*****************************

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Supervisor Flach asked if there were any additional comments.

Town Clerk Millious stated that she wanted to mention that Assessor VanValkenburg had left her some flyers about the Basic Star and continued by reading the following:

Register for NYS STAR, School Property Tax Relief. All New York homeowners receiving Basic STAR property tax exemption must register with the New York State Tax Department in order to receive the STAR exemption in 2014 and subsequent years.

All Basic STAR recipients will receive registration instructions by mail. Visit our website at www.tax.ny.gov to register now. The registration deadline is December 31, 2013. This is part of an initiative to protect New Yorkers against the costs of inappropriate or fraudulent STAR exemptions. Questions call (518) 457-2036 or visit the web site.

Town Clerk Millious stated that it is very important to do and you will lose your Basic Star if you don’t do it and for the Senior STAR it will remain the same and they should do what they normally do with the assessor and added that if there are any questions to please call her office at 756-2100. She continued by saying that there is a Primary September 10, 2013, which is for the Democratic, Conservative and Independence parties and polls are open 12:00pm – 9:00pm and continued by reading the following:

· 1st District
Coeymans Fire House, 67 Church Street, Coeymans
· 2nd District
Coeymans Fire House, 67 Church Street, Coeymans

· 3rd District
Congregational Christian Church, 175 Main Street, Ravena

· 4th District
R-C-S Senior High School, 2025 US Rt. 9W, Ravena

· 5th District
Coeymans Hollow Fire House, 1209 SR 143, Coeymans Hollow

· 6th District
Coeymans Hollow Fire House, 1209 SR 143, Coeymans Hollow

All polling places are handicapped accessible. Any questions as to voting district or eligibility, please call 756-2100.

Town Clerk Millious continued by saying that she wanted to mention again that hunting licenses are on sale and the doe permits are available until October 1st.

Supervisor Flach stated that in addition to what Town Clerk Millious had said about the STAR Exemption, the Assessor’s Office has fielded quite a few phone calls and their office has information as well.

Councilman Boehm interjected that it is also on the Town’s web site.
Councilman Dolan stated that everyone should have gotten a letter last week and it literally takes about 3 minutes to complete the process.

Supervisor Flach stated that for anyone without a computer, Dawn in the Assessor’s Office can help them with the process. He then asked if there were any other comments.

Chief Darlington stated that at a meeting there was a request about the units and the Supervisor also asked about the years and mileage on the cars and then reported the following:

· 920 – 2009 Dodge Durango has 87,806 miles

· 921 – 2011 Ford Crown Victoria has 60,031 miles

· 922 – 2013 Ford Taurus has 7,099 miles

· 923 – 2011 Ford Crown Victoria has 84,046 miles

· 924 – 2008 Dodge Durango has 105,647 miles (to be replaced)

· Honda Pilot has 208,261 miles

Councilman Boehm asked if the bids had gone out.

Chief Darlington stated that they had and they are due September 26th.

Town Clerk Millious stated that the notice went in for two weeks and was also sent out to 5 vendors in the area and the bid opening will be September 26th at 2:00pm.

Chief Darlington continued by saying that on Sunday night there was a rash of car larcenies in the area and there were approximately 10-15 cars from Palmer Drive, Deans Mill Road, Aquetuct Road, Rte. 143 and as far out as Blossom Hill Road and he wanted to remind people to lock their doors and if at all possible not leave valuables in their cars.

Supervisor Flach asked if there were any other comments.

Highway Superintendent Deering stated that he wanted a copy of the Gasboy agreement passed by resolution earlier in the meeting.

Supervisor Flach asked if there were any other comments, hearing none he asked for a motion to adjourn to Executive Session to discuss Council 82 contract negotiations, a 207C Police Officer Injury.

*****************************
ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION

On motion of Councilman Boehm, seconded by Supervisor Flach, the Town Board Meeting was adjourned to Executive Session.

VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Supervisor Flach stated that they would be returning to formally adjourn.

Time – 7:28pm

*****************************

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Executive Session convened in the Supervisor’s Office immediately following adjournment from the Town Board Meeting with the full Town Board and Chief Darlington in attendance. Discussion ensued regarding Council 82 contract negotiations and 207C Police Officer injury. No decisions were made or actions taken. Executive Session ended 8:04pm.
RECONVENE MEETING & ADJOURN

Supervisor Flach called the meeting back to order and asked for a motion to adjourn.

MOTION

On motion of Councilman Dolan, seconded by Supervisor Flach, the Town Board Meeting was adjourned.

VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Time – 8:05

Respectfully Submitted,


   APPROVED –

___________________________
Diane L. Millious, Town Clerk

