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MINUTES BOOK**TOWN OF COEYMANS

June 22, 2009 ─ TOWN BOARD MEETING ─ 7:00PM

A Town Board Meeting was held Monday, June 22, 2009 at 7:00pm at Town Hall, 18 Russell Avenue, Ravena, New York

PRESENT:

Ronald K. Hotaling, Jr., Supervisor

Dawn Rogers, Councilwoman




Thomas A. Boehm, Councilman




James C. Youmans, Councilman




Richard N. Touchette, Councilman


ALSO PRESENT:
Diane L. Millious, Town Clerk




Dave Wukitsch, Attorney for the Town 




Greg Darlington, Chief of Police




Scott Searls, Deputy Highway Superintendent 




*****************************
Supervisor Hotaling opened the meeting and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

*****************************

OPENING COMMENT

Supervisor Hotaling stated that the record should reflect the presence of a full Town Board in addition to Town Clerk Millious, Attorney for the Town Wukitsch, Police Chief Darlington, and Deputy Highway Superintendent Searles.
*****************************

AGENDA

· Public Announcements
- Old Ravena Road

- Evening on the Green
· Public Comment
· Approval of Minutes
- Town Board Meeting, May 11, 2009

- Town Board Workshop, May 19, 2006

- Town Board Meeting, May 26, 2009

- Town Board Workshop, June 16, 2009
· Supervisor’s Report – May 2009

· Department Monthly Reports

- Building Department – April, 2009

- Sewer Department – May 2009

- Police Department – April, May 2009

- Town Clerk – May 2009

· Old Business

- Hudson River Valley Greenway Grant, Docks
- Grove Cemetery Division of Cemeteries Grant

· New Business

- New York Capital Region Road Race

- Award of Surplus Equipment Bid

- Housing Choice Voucher Program Annual Plan

- Proposed Workplace Violence Prevention Program

- Request for Sewer Department Personnel to Attend NYWEA Workshop

- Waiver of Equipment Purchase Restriction for Police Department 

- Request to Attend Planning & Zoning Summer School

- Request for Mileage Reimbursement to Attend Town Clerk’s Meeting

- Highway Department Request to Auction Equipment Online

· Resolutions

- Authorize Support of Lafarge Modernization

- Appoint Parks & Recreation Maintenance Supervisor

- Reinstate Clerk 1 Position, Building Department


- Appoint Food for Thought Bus Drivers


- Appoint Food for Thought Assistants


- Appoint Summer Recreation Program Staffing


- Appoint Summer CHOICES Supervisor


- Approve Annual Audit of Town Officials


- Approve Annual Audit of Justice Court


- Approve June 2009 Abstract
· Town Board Workshops/Meetings

- Town Board Workshop, July 21, 2009, 6pm

- Town Board Meeting, July 27, 2009, 7pm

*****************************
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS
Old Ravena Road

Supervisor Hotaling stated that he was in receipt of a letter dated May 26, 2009, indicating the current status of the Old Ravena Road project and added that they anticipate that construction will commence in June and continue through 2010. He continued by saying that subsequent to the letter he was advised that the Albany County Legislature did approve the contract with the apparent low bidder, J.H. Malloy who is about to mobilize their equipment and forces to the North Bridge on Old Ravena Road and added that first there will be demolition of the existing bridge and then a new bridge will be constructed to its west. He went on by saying that it is good news for those that have long waited and taken the long trip south to go north, which has been a couple of years since the bridge was declared unsafe by the Highway Superintendent. He concluded by saying that it has caused some issues for the local population and at the conclusion of the new construction they will have an new bridge similar to the one on the south side, which will provide excellent access to and from both the north and south of Old Ravena Road.
Evening on the Green

Supervisor Hotaling inquired as to whether or not they had formally announced the Evenings on the Green schedule.

Councilman Youmans stated that they had and added that they could do it again.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that they should do it again and added that he would lead into it by saying that it is every Thursday evening from 6:30 – 8:30 and will kick off on July 2nd. He then asked that Councilman Youmans read the schedule of bands that will be playing each week.

Councilman Youmans stated that he wanted to add that it will be immediately preceded by the Farmers Market that will begin on July 9th , which Councilman Touchette had put a lot of work into and continued by reading the following:


July 
   02
The Preachers



July 
   09
Music Magic



July 
   16
Peaceful Country Band



July 
   23
Rick Rourke & Lost Wages



July 
   30
Dusk til Dawn



August    06
Folding Sky



August    13
Joe Roy Jackson



August    20
Fluid Motion Band



August    27
Jeff Spencer Band

Councilman Youmans stated that it should be a good time and added that he wanted to encourage everyone to come out and enjoy the free entertainment.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that there will also be a boat moored somewhere in the area of Coeymans Landing, which will offer to paying customers river cruises. He added that information will be available at Town Hall as well as it being on the kiosk at the park.

*****************************
PUBLIC COMMENT

Supervisor Hotaling invited the public to comment at this time.

Mr. Laszlo Polyak stated that he lives in Ravena and added that Judy Felston, Director of the Library had written a letter to the Village regarding where Rte. 143 and 9W meet, which is a six pointed road that meets there. He added that she stated that it is dangerous and asked what could be done about getting some form of pedestrian crosswalks there and continued by saying that it may have been an oversight. He went on by saying that it is a very good issue to address and he hopes that the Town Board will look into it and write a letter to the Department of Transportation with a copy to Ms. Felston so she knows that the Board is also concerned about the danger of crossing the many different roads that intersect. He continued by saying that he wanted to confirm a few things regarding his FOIL in which he requested a letter and added that it is dated February 7, 2007 and is regarding the water meters and added that it is to Mayor Bruno from Supervisor Hotaling. He went on by saying that it says that Supervisor Hotaling is giving him a list of all the meters that are broken, not working and in need of repair, which was 107 units with 90 being residential and 17 commercial. He added that if he is reading it correctly it is what Mayor Bruno requested at a Joint Sewer Water Meeting.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that as he knows they have been going through several meetings with respect to sewer and water issues always came up when they talked about sewer and added that his recollection is that during the course of one of the meetings they had occasion to talk about the broken or missing meters that they have in the Coeymans Hamlet District, which is the water supply district, which the infrastructure is not owned by the Town of Coeymans. He added that there were commercial units and residential in excess of 2 units requiring meters and they noticed in their billings for sewer that the meters were not there and continued by saying that they were conceptually thinking that the simplest way to bill for sewer is to actually use a water meter because water in for the most part results in water out in the sewer system. He went on saying that during the course of those discussions the Mayor did ask for a list of those that needed repair and/or replacement, which is the letter that Mr. Polyak refers to.
Mr. Polyak inquired as to if anything had been done about it to date and added that the list goes from the Coeymans Landing Properties LLC all the way down to Trickey’s and it states that Trickey and Tracey meters were not working with a bunch of people in between. 
Supervisor Hotaling stated that he does not know if the Mayor has engaged with the Water Department to take a look at those that are inoperable or to make repairs or replacements in every instance and added that he had not gotten any formal communication back from the Village. He concluded by saying that he is unable to say that any or all were done and went on by saying that his suspicion is that very few if any were looked at.

Mr. Polyak stated that it is all that he has and added that it relieves him a little bit to know that he is not the only one that is having a problem with getting a meter read or getting a meter issue addressed with the Village and added that he has come across hundreds of people within the Town. He concluded by thanking the Town Board.

Supervisor Hotaling asked if anyone else wished to make a comment, hearing none he moved to the next item on the agenda.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Supervisor Hotaling stated that there were four sets of minutes for Town Board approval, a Town Board Meeting on May 11th, a Town Board Workshop on May 19th, a Town Board Meeting on May 26th and a Town Board Workshop on June 16, 2006. He continued by saying that they are before the Town Board for consideration and approval.
MOTION
On motion of Councilwoman Rogers, seconded by Councilman Touchette, the minutes were accepted and approved as read.

VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED
*****************************
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT

May 2009

Supervisor Hotaling continued by giving the Supervisor’s Report for April 2009.

	FUND
	BAL. FWD.
	RECEIPTS
	DISBURSE.
	BALANCE

	
	
	
	
	

	GENERAL
	$217,275.17
	$160,497.96
	$322,062.05
	$  55,711.08

	
	
	
	
	

	PART-TIME
	$635,639.63
	$    1,890.57
	$  11,695.00
	$625,835.20

	
	
	
	
	

	SPEC.WATER
	$  87,635.69
	$    3,334.11
	$  74,058.04
	$  16,911.76

	
	
	
	
	

	HIGHWAY
	$220,726.10
	$       258.24
	$  44,580.20
	$176,404.14

	
	
	
	
	

	BRIDGE CONST.
	$  35,584.43
	$         40.21
	-0-
	$  35,624.64

	
	
	
	
	

	TRUST & AGCY.
	$    2,975.16
	$193,572.77
	$188,091.10
	 $    8,456.83

	
	
	
	
	

	SEWER
	$  52,987.48
	$       272.30
	$  16,917.35
	$  36,342.43

	
	
	
	
	

	SEWER CAP.
	$       302.98
	-0-
	-0-
	$      302.98

	
	
	
	
	

	SECT. 8 ( 72 UNITS)
	$  35,601.05
	$  83,349.57
	$  36,453.95
	$  82,496.67

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Tot. Rec. Bal.
	$1,038,085.73


CERTIFICATES   OF DEPOSIT




          



                          Maturity Date
The Bank of Greene County   A-Fund           90  Days       $   119,244.94

06-02-09

The Bank of Greene County   A-Fund           90  Days 
   $1,000,000.00 

06-02-09     

National Bank of Coxsackie
DA-Hgwy.
90 Day
s       $   316,173.88   
07-27-09

           

SAVINGS ACCOUNTS


COLLATERAL   FDIC   COLLATERAL






COVERAGE        COV.     COVERAGE

Police Forfeitures/CK

$       76.96
    
Police Forfeitures

$  3,152.54
Nat.  Bank
  $250,000.00
$1,992,128.81
Unemployment

$  4,044.01
Greene County  $250,000.00
$   997,810.00
Grove Cemetery/SAV

$40,562.00

Grove Cemetery/CK

             .00
Sewer Dedicated

$  6,273.81







Total

$54,109.32

Supervisor Hotaling asked for a motion to approve the report.

MOTION
On motion of Councilman Touchette, seconded by Councilwoman Rogers, the Supervisor’s Report was accepted and approved as read.
VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

*****************************
DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORTS
Building Department – April 
Supervisor Hotaling asked that Councilwoman Rogers give the Building Department Monthly Report.

Councilwoman Rogers continued by giving the report.

Supervisor Hotaling asked for a motion to approve the report.

MOTION
On motion of Councilman Youmans, seconded by Councilman Boehm, the report was accepted and approved as presented.
VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Police Department – April, May

Supervisor Hotaling asked that Chief Darlington give the Police Department Monthly Reports for April & May.

Chief Darlington continued by giving the reports.

Supervisor Hotaling asked for a motion to approve the reports.
MOTION
On motion of Supervisor Hotaling, seconded by Councilwoman Rogers, the reports were accepted and approved as presented.

VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Sewer Department – May

Supervisor Hotaling asked that Councilman Youmans give the Sewer Department Monthly Report.

Councilman Youmans continued by giving the report.

Supervisor Hotaling asked for a motion to approve the report.

MOTION
On motion of Supervisor Hotaling, seconded by Councilman Touchette, the report was accepted and approved as presented.
VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Town Clerk – May

Supervisor Hotaling asked that Town Clerk Millious give the Town Clerk’s Monthly Report.

Town Clerk Millious continued by giving the report.

Supervisor Hotaling asked for a motion to approve the report.

MOTION
On motion of Councilman Touchette, seconded by Supervisor Hotaling, the report was accepted as presented.
VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

*****************************
OLD BUSINESS

Hudson River Valley Greenway Grant - Docks

Supervisor Hotaling stated that at a previous meeting the Town Board authorized the application for the Hudson River Valley Greenway Grant for the docks at Coeymans Landing Park. He continued by saying that the docks are in various states of disrepair and earlier this year DEC came down and assisted the Town in refurbishing them they best they could as well as working with the Town to obtain a grant to get a modular dock system there, which state of the art and fits together by a puzzle. He went on by saying that he is pleased to report that on June 12th he received a letter from Mark Castiglione, Acting Executive Director, indicating that the Town was awarded a matching grant in the amount of $11,750.00 for the purpose of installing those docks, which are estimated to cost $23,000.00. He added that the supplier is the marina in the hamlet and Mr. Allen will be working with the Town in doing it and then asked the Town Board for authorization to sign the contract so they can get the paperwork moving and reimbursements on the move.
MOTION
On motion of Councilman Boehm, seconded by Councilman Touchette, authorizing Supervisor Ronald K. Hotaling, Jr. to enter into the Hudson River Valley Greenway Grant contract.

VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Supervisor Hotaling stated that he thinks they will be able to get the docks in prior to the end of the year and added that he will sign and have his signature notarized and in turn forward three copies to Hudson River Valley Greenway for Mr. Castiglione to do the same and then send back to the Town with some vouchers for submission of payment. He concluded by asking if there were any other questions or discussion, hearing none he moved to the next item on the agenda.

Grove Cemetery Division of Cemeteries Grant
Supervisor Hotaling stated that almost six years ago the Town of Coeymans was required to take over Grove Cemetery because the Cemetery Board disbanded and added that Town Law states that when it happens the Town is required to take over responsibility of the cemetery. He continued by saying that in turn it opens up a five-year window for an application for a grant where the Town can find and submit to the State of New York Division of Cemeteries an opportunity to submit those things like repair of stones and equipment purchases. He added that it was an arduous process to put it together and the staff worked very diligently on it, which was coordinated very well by Councilman Touchette and continued by saying that he even attended the most recent Hearing of the Cemetery Board and concluded by saying that he was turning it over to Councilman Touchette.
Councilman Touchette stated that he wanted to reiterate the fact that the staff put in a lot of work and included Supervisor Hotaling, Internal Control Officer Purinton, Cemetery Coordinator Hotaling, Parks and Recreation Maintenance Supervisor Perry and past Cemetery Coordinator Zielonko. He added that it was quite an application that they turned in and he is happy to report that at last Thursday’s meeting the State Cemetery Board approved a Grant to the Town in the amount of $43,117.00, which is $3,500.00 for the garage repair, monument repair $24,025.00, zero turn mower purchase $11,600.00, installation of fencing $1,500.00 and tree removal $2,400.00. He continued by saying that it is quite a bit less than they asked for and went on by saying that the Board disallowed items that would help with the ongoing operation of the cemetery. He added by saying that the purpose of the grant is to bring the cemetery up to snuff at the point where they took it over so they could take it over and carry forward. He concluded by saying that he also wanted to mention that according to Town Law when the Town takes over a cemetery, which they are required to do, the statutory requirements are pretty minimal in that the Town is required to mow it three times a year and to keep ingress and egress open and continued by saying that he is happy that the Town of Coeymans has chosen to do quite a bit more than that and added that if you have been to the cemetery lately you can see that it is a beautiful cemetery and proper memorial to the whole Town.
Supervisor Hotaling thanked Councilman Touchette for his good help and added that they also have Indian Fields Cemetery, which they have had since the 70’s and are now in the process of receiving Coeymans Hollow Cemetery. He continued by saying that according to a lot of surrounding Towns it is unprecedented that the Town of Coeymans with 8,200 people are going to be responsible for three cemeteries and it is going to fall under taxpayers to help maintain them. He concluded by saying that as they do in Grove Cemetery they attempt to maintain all of them at a level of care that would be commensurate with the respect that our Town forefathers earn in their resting place and then thanked Councilman Touchette.
Councilwoman Rogers inquired as to whether or not they can apply for a grant with each cemetery.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that they can and added that there is another five-year window that has opened up and continued by saying that he does not expect that it take that long to put it together because they have great practice in doing it already.
Councilman Youmans stated that he has learned during his short time on the Town Board that anyone thinks it easy to get money out of the State for anything at this point just does not know and added that he know that a lot of work went into it.

Supervisor Hotaling asked if there were any other Old Business topics for discussion that are not on the agenda, hearing none he moved to the next item on the agenda.

*****************************

NEW BUSINESS

New York Capital Region Road Race

Supervisor Hotaling stated that Paul McDonald, a representative from the Capital Bicycle Racing Club was present and added that he received a letter from him dated June 8th and the invited Mr. McDonald to the microphone to discuss what his request is.

Mr. McDonald stated that this is the fourth year that they have made this request to the Town, which is the New York Capital Region Road Race to be held on August 15th. He added that they are proposing the exact same thing that they have done in the past, which is registration at the High-School and a race that goes through the Town of Coeymans as well as a part of the Town of Bethlehem and Town of New Scotland. He went on by saying that the race will be hosted by the Capital Bicycle Racing Club, which is a not-for-profit volunteer organization and added that last year they had about 400 racers and it was a nice sunny day and in turn they were able to donate $1,500.00 the local volunteer organizations. He continued by saying that to host the race they bring in people from seven states, which has been pretty successful so far and as long as they can keep doing it in the Town of Coeymans they plan on having it year after year just for one morning a year. He added that the request is to host the race once again in the Town of Coeymans and went on by saying that they already have a preliminary approval from the school district to use the High-School. He continued by saying that if the race is approved he will be asking the Police Chief for the assistance of one Officer on one of the Town intersections and will make a similar request to the Albany County Sheriff Department, State Police and Bethlehem Police to provide traffic control services. He added that he had sent in a copy of the map, which he has additional copies of.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that they put it on the website last year and added that if the Town Board approves it again this year they will do something similar so they can have a link to the Town.
Mr. McDonald stated that they will do that and added that there are a couple of volunteers that do publicity and outreach, who will be contacting the local papers and hopefully they will get some press releases out before the event and added that he did send their Certificate of Liability Insurance.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that he didn’t get it and then asked Town Clerk Millious if she had gotten it.

Town Clerk Millious stated that she would have to check.

Mr. McDonald stated that it is probably still in the mail and added that it was mailed on Friday and then gave an extra copy to Town Clerk Millious. He continued by saying that the event is a sanctioned and insured event and went on by saying that their club only organizes USCF Cycling sanctioned events as opposed to a lot of the recreational events.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that Mr. McDonald had mentioned that it will be their fourth year and continued by saying that either they like the Town Board or the course is a good test and challenge and continued by asking him how this course fits in with a lot of the races that he does in terms of difficulty, endurance and speed.

Mr. McDonald stated that this is one of the most difficult races in the State and added that the reason is because it is very hilly and the hills come one right after the other and continued by saying that it climbs up Tracey Road, to Stanton Road and then climbs up the steep side of Whitbeck Road. He added that the top field does a 20 mile circuit four times in a row, which is 80 miles and continued by saying that they also have a kid field, junior field, woman’s field and this year they have a 60+ field. He continued by saying that this year is also a State designation, which is a New York State Road Racing Championship that is not that big a deal because it is such a small sport and added that the top finishers in each category get to declare and are awarded with a medal, that they are the New York State champion for the year and in turn get pre-entered in other races. He continued by saying that it is a very technical, challenging course and went on by saying that they hope to keep it growing but it has probably matured and added that he had hoped to reach a 500 person participation level but are currently at approximately 400, which might be all they are going to get.  He concluded by saying that it is hard to get people to come from too far away and it is such a niche sport that there are only a few dozen of serious racers in the community with the rest coming in from out-of-town for the day. He then asked if there were any other questions.
Councilman Boehm stated that it is a great opportunity and race and continued by asking whether or not they can put up more signs because it is not until August and by then a lot of people have forgotten about the race and added that even the day before a lot of local people have commented to him that they didn’t know the race was going to be there. He continued by saying that he has been on Stanton Road when the bikes are coming down and it can be intimidating and if there were caution signs that a race is in progress it would be on everyone’s best interest.
Mr. McDonald inquired as to if he was talking about more signs during the race or the days preceding the race.

Councilman Boehm suggested the day before the race and during the day of the race.

Mr. McDonald stated that they could do that and added that they recycle election signs after an election and they paint over them for a bike race.

Councilman Boehm stated that it would increase awareness and people would pay more attention that there’s going to be more bikes on the road.

A member of the audience stated that they can request from DOT some variable message signs.

Mr. McDonald stated that they tried it once and they decided not to do it for them and added that they can try again.
The same audience member stated that he would give them a call.

Supervisor Hotaling asked Chief Darlington if he had access to the variable message board from the County.

Chief Darlington stated that he didn’t.

The same audience member stated that he could rent one or two from Finke and added that if tells him the locations he would be happy to do it because it would be a good thing to do. 

Councilman Boehm interjected that it does not have to be that elaborate and added that election signs would work. He continued by saying that the arrows will be on the roads where the course will go and some simple signs along the route with the hours of operation the day before would be helpful.

Councilman Youmans stated that they could also put a blurb in the News Herald.
Mr. McDonald stated that they are always going to get some surprised people.

Councilman Boehm interjected that he was one of them.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that another thing that came up last year was that in the weeks leading up to the race, several people in the local area used the course as a practice course and added that there was a complaint or two raised on Bushendorf Road where their were practice bikes riding adjacent to one another as opposed to the side of the road and a car came upon them and the driver was startled enough to make a complaint to him. He then asked that Mr. McDonald impress upon the riders that they should be single file on the side of the road during their practice runs.
Mr. McDonald stated that it is the intention as well as it being State Law and added that they have had some outreach campaigns about it but there are always a couple of people that don’t do it. He continued by saying that there are also a lot of recreational people that do the course without any intention of racing

Supervisor Hotaling stated that it might have been that too and added that there was some concern raised so he mentioned it to him.

Mr. McDonald stated that he will try to get it in the News Herald as well as the Times Union.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that there are going to be people practicing and added that he thinks he has seen a couple already.

Mr. McDonald stated that Wednesdays before the event starting in mid July he hosts a couple of training rides and added that he will impress it upon the riders then.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that it could be done by networking and added that he just wants to keep it safe and does not want anyone to get hurt and he does not want the community to turn it in to something adversarial because it is a good thing.

Councilwoman Rogers interjected that it is very good for the community.
Mr. McDonald stated that one other thing that they want to do this year is pay the Ravena Rescue Squad to have a dedicated onsite ambulance instead of a standby and added that in the past they have been a stand-by where if they got a call they would go to the call and continued by saying that they have an EMS standby with the Sheriff’s Department who will respond if they get a call. He added that he did e-mail the Rescue Squad but was not sure who the best person was to call.

Councilman Boehm stated that Starr Ross would probably be the best contact person.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that it is probably in the phone book under David Ross.

Councilwoman Rogers stated that Starr is listed further down the list.
Councilman Boehm continued by giving Mr. McDonald the number for the Rescue Squad.

Mr. McDonald stated that they were given the option last year to pay for a crew just for the race or take a stand-by and added that they took the stand-by and the crew was busy with other things not related to the race and were hardly there.
Supervisor Hotaling interjected that it was a typical summer Saturday with a lot of other things going on, which drew their attention away from the race.

Councilman Boehm inquired as to if there are a lot of injuries associated with the race.

Mr. McDonald stated that in the three years so far there was one transport, which was the first year and added that they have not had once since. He continued by saying that someone went down solo and it was a pretty serious injury but he is racing again and added that most are the injuries they deal with are scrapes, bruises and road rash.

Councilman Touchette inquired as to what type of pace they ride at.

Mr. McDonald stated that they average 20 mph through the hills and added that going downhill they are up to 50 mph in some places and going up a hill can be as slow as 5 mph depending on how steep the hill is. He continued by saying that on an average it is 20-25 mph depending on the category of the race. He went on by saying that they sought this course out because it is a twenty mile loop without any retail establishments, traffic lights, churches or railroad crossings, which was hard to find and added that they can have all of the events out there at the same time because it is 20 miles long. He concluded by saying that this course works out very well for them so far.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that they are happy to accommodate and added that it has been well received and he wants to make sure that the relationship continues. He then asked the Town Board if they were in agreement with allowing the race.

Collectively the Town Board agreed.

Mr. McDonald thanked the Town Board.

Award of Surplus Equipment Bid

Supervisor Hotaling stated that at a previous meeting they authorized the advertisement for bids on the Caterpillar Wheel Loader 966C that is surplus at the Highway Department and continued by saying that there were some start-up issues with respect to the News Herald not putting in the notice, which caused a delay and they had to adjust the dates and this is why it has taken so long. He then asked Town Clerk Millious the date of the Bid Opening.
Town Clerk Millious stated that it was June 4th at 2pm.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that on June 4th at 2pm, Town Clerk Millious opened up one bid, which was the only bid and it was from Park East Sales, LLC, Rodney Schwartz, in the amount of $16,751.00. He added that at the recommendation of Highway Superintendent Deering they had set a $15,000.00 threshold on the bid and the bid exceeded that by a little bit and went on by saying that he got a memo from Highway Superintendent Deering recommending that the Town Board accept and award the sale of the 966C in the amount of $16,751.00 and continued by saying that he was opening it up for discussion and/or motion.
MOTION
On motion of Councilman Boehm, seconded by Councilwoman Rogers, to accept the bid of $16,751.00 from Park East Sales, LLC for the purchase of the 966C Loader.
VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Supervisor Hotaling asked Deputy Highway Superintendent Searles if he had anything to add.

Deputy Highway Superintendent Searles stated that it is ready to go.

Housing Choice Voucher Program Annual Plan

Supervisor Hotaling stated that he received a letter from James Mastrianni, President of Joseph H. Mastrianni, Inc., who is the administrator for the Town of Coeymans Housing Choice Program and he stated in the letter that recent changes in the regulations governing the Housing Choice Voucher Program allow for an exemption from the requirement to do a Annual Plan. He added that in the past they have had representatives from J.E.M. Inc. attend a Public Hearing to go over an Annual Plan and went on by saying that the exemption, if passed by the Board, would allow him to sign the document and preclude the Annual Plan and Public Hearing. He concluded by saying that he put it on the agenda to open it up for discussion on any direction that the Board may want to give and added that typically go with a Public Hearing and presentation.

Attorney for the Town Wukitsch stated that if Supervisor Hotaling singed the attachment, it would obviate the requirement of a Public Hearing that he is willing to come down and present anyways if they want him to. He continued by saying that next year there is a required Public Hearing that must be done.

Supervisor Hotaling inquired as to if the Board had any thoughts.

Councilwoman Rogers stated that even if they came down here the Town does not gain anything anyway.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that they are reserved in their comments and guarded in their information and added that it is not a reflection of J.E.M. Inc., but there have been 2-3 instances of fraud that have been uncovered in the Town of Coeymans in the Program and there have been various levels of cooperation and responses from them with respect to that, which he hopes is getting better. He continued by saying that he would just as soon not participate in it and let it continue to be administered the way that it is and the findings are the findings as they move along as opposed to them coming down here with a song and dance and just going along with the Annual Plan anyways. He concluded by saying that he would like to sign it and obviate the need for them to come down here.

Collectively the Town Board agreed.

Supervisor Hotaling asked for a motion to sign it and added that there is not a need for a resolution.
MOTION
On motion of Councilman Youmans, seconded by Councilwoman Rogers, authorizing the Supervisor to sign and return the Civil Rights Certification Form.

VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Proposed Workplace Violence Prevention Program

Supervisor Hotaling stated that he received in the mail from N.Y.M.I.R. a notice that effective April 29, 2009 the final rule for Workplace Violence Prevention Programs was issued by the Legislature, which adds Section 800.6 to Title 12 NYCRR under the statutory authority of Labor Law. He added that a couple of years ago the Legislature passed this and encouraged municipalities to put together and develop a Workplace Violence Prevention Program and initially they had additional staff, Ms. Bullock, who started to put together the tenants of the program and Internal Control Officer Purinton felt as though it could be done internally. He went on by saying that he has concluded that it is not likely to happen internally and because of the new pressures on the part of the Legislature adding these rules and regulations to them he feels as though they have to move to compliance quicker than they ordinarily would. He added that there are about 90% of municipalities that do not have a Workplace Violence Prevention Program as directed by the State Legislature and continued by saying that a couple of years ago they passed this unfunded mandate down to the localities and the most recent Executive Order from the Governor said that they will no longer do that and whenever they mandate programs to be done they will have to also identify the cost of the mandate. He continued by saying that in light of this pressure and due to it occurring before the Executive Order he had gotten permission from the Board to seek a proposal from Public Sector HR Consultants, formerly known as AMTEK and it is now before them and it includes Workplace Risk Evaluation of all the Town’s facilities for $1,500.00, training and education for $1,000.00 and a written Workplace Violence Prevention Program Manual for $1,500.00. He concluded by saying that from his perspective he wants to get it done and added that it sounds like a lot of money but he thought that it would be more than that.
Councilman Youmans inquired as to which portions are mandated.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that you have to have all three components and added that you also have to have annual retraining of all employees as well as a survey of all employees to find out if they have felt threatened within the last year in the workplace. He added that if they say yes, it has to be written on a form and you have to act on that as well.

Councilwoman Rogers inquired as to if they have had a lot of workplace violence.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that he is not minimizing workplace violence and added that it can be in a lot of forms such as subtle or very aggressive. He reiterated that the Town does not have a Program and they need to have one and continued by saying that his recommendation is that they go with this and authorize Public Sector HR Consultants to develop such a plan.
Councilman Boehm interjected that even though it is a mandate he thinks it is a good idea and added that it’s not currently a problem but it would be a good idea to implement a Prevention Program and be proactive.

Supervisor Hotaling asked if there were any other comments.

Councilman Touchette inquired as to if each employee would be asked to participate in the Program.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that it would be mandated training and added that with the Labor Management Agreements they can change the worksite of everyone for one particular day and their assignment for that day will be training.

Councilman Boehm inquired as to if it will help with the Town’s NYMIR rates.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that it won’t hurt them and continued by saying that it would hurt them if they had such an act without a Program in place and added that their liability would be much greater. He added that it would help them in that sense by complying, which would be better than the 90% of the towns who don’t have a Program.

Councilman Youmans stated that in light of the fact that it is mandated by the State that they do it, he would doubt that they could find someone else to do it for much less, if you could even find someone to do it. He continued by saying that he wanted to further state that this is just another example of the State with unfunded mandates coming down to municipalities and it is bologna and added that with that said they have a gun to their heads with no pun intended and continued by offering a motion.

MOTION
On motion of Councilman Youmans, seconded by Councilman Boehm that they engage Public Sector HR to handle this for the Town.
Councilman Boehm interjected that $4,000.00 should be included in the resolution.

Supervisor Hotaling asked Councilman Youmans if he was alright with adding that.

Councilman Youmans stated that he was and continued by saying that it will actually exceed that amount because travel expenses and training materials will be added to the cost.

Collectively they agreed that it should not exceed $4,500.00.

Supervisor Hotaling asked if there was any other discussion, hearing none he called for the vote.

VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Request for Sewer Department Personnel to Attend NYWEA Workshop

Supervisor Hotaling stated that there is a request for Sewer Department personnel to attend a New York WEA Workshop in Johnstown-Gloversville and added that Councilman Youmans had received the request and then asked that he go over the topic.
Councilman Youmans stated that the agenda lists Chief Operator Breedlove and Operator Lennon and added that the request he received did not say anything about Lennon and continued by saying that if Operator Lennon needs to attend it would be a good chance to get him there. He went on by saying that the subject of the Workshop is Optimizing Clarifier Performance & Flow Measurement, which is somewhat important in Waste Water Treatment. He added that they are credits that Chief Operator Breedlove needs in order to maintain his certification and continued by saying that the memo indicates that he will be taking his own car to go, which he understands to mean that he won’t be charging for mileage and if he wanted to charge for mileage he would have been told to take a Sewer Department vehicle. He concluded by saying that he recommends that he attends and then offered a resolution.
MOTION
On motion of Councilman Youmans, seconded by Councilman Touchette, authorizing both Mr. Breedlove and Mr. Lennon to attend the Workshop on July 23rd and not to exceed a cost of $50.00 each.

VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Councilman Youmans stated that he will clarify whether or not Mr. Lennon is attending.

Waiver of Equipment Purchase Restriction for Police Department

Supervisor Hotaling stated that there is a freeze on equipment purchases and added that there is a request from Chief Darlington to waive the restriction and then asked that he discuss it with the Town Board.
Chief Darlington stated that he had a meeting with the District Attorney’s Office relative to some other things and added that just before conclusion the DA asked him if there was any equipment that he was in need of because they had funding available. He continued by saying that one of the topics of equipment that they discussed is in-car video systems and in turn the DA approved the purchase of one complete system installed.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that the request from the Police Department to the Town Board is to expend approximately $5,200.00.

Chief Darlington interjected that there is also a charge for approximately $500.00 for installation, which will also be covered. 

Supervisor Hotaling stated that it would be approximately $5,700.00 that the Town would expend out and in turn the DA would reimburse the Town for that amount. He continued by saying that it is an equipment request, which is a revenue neutral situation.

Chief Darlington stated that a second equipment purchase was approved by the DA earlier in the day, which is a digital evidence camera for approximately $3,000.00 with all the lenses that are needed and added that it is the same scenario and the DA’s Office will reimburse the Town in full.

Councilman Youmans asked that he clarify the difference between a digital evidence camera and a regular digital camera.

Chief Darlington stated that the evidence digital camera is for the processing of crime scenes, which is a higher definition camera and when you take a fingerprint it is the exact size and can be sent to the lab for analyzing as well as it being a better camera at night. He continued by saying that currently most of the Officers are using their own cameras, which can create a problem if it gets subpoenaed in.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that it would be a problem if it goes to court and added that is approximately $5,700.00 and $3,000.00 and continued by asking Chief Darlington if he has assurances from the DA’s Office.

Chief Darlington stated that he has the e-mail that says to order it.

Supervisor Hotaling inquired as to if he is requesting that the Board thaw the purchase freeze for the two purchases because of the fact that they are getting reimbursed dollar for dollar.

Chief Darlington stated that was correct.

Councilman Boehm stated that the video system will only be in one patrol car and continued by asking if it would be some sort of a Pilot Program to see how it works.

Chief Darlington stated that after reviewing three systems this is the one that he is interested in purchasing and added that they are currently working on the Jack Byrne Grant, which is approximately $11,000.00 and it will enable him to purchase two more as well as some Traffic Safety Grants and they are considering purchasing the additional two that they need. He concluded by saying that it looks good for getting them at no cost to the Town.
Supervisor Hotaling interjected that it is not necessarily a Pilot Program but rather one step at a time.

Chief Darlington stated that was correct.

Supervisor Hotaling asked that he talk about this particular one as opposed to the others that he looked at.

Chief Darlington stated that there are two advantages of this system, which he and his sergeants both liked and added that it automatically gets downloaded to a disc and its not a matter of downloading it and brining it into their computers inside and the evidence goes right into a case folder. He continued by saying that the camera records even if the lights are not activated and it would be 40 hours of non-stop recording and added that if something were to happen such as a car getting hit from the side, even though the lights were not activated, the camera would still record it to the hard drive.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that when the lights come on it gets recorded to a disc.

Chief Darlington stated that with the other systems you have to activate the lights or activate the recording in order for it to record and added that it does not record voice but it does record inside and outside the car continuously and continued by saying that he will be the only person that can access the hard drive and take anything off it.
Supervisor Hotaling inquired as to it not recording voice.

Chief Darlington stated that it only records voice when the lights are activated or the Officer requests it.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that it does record voice in those circumstances and then inquired as to if it is tamper proof.

Chief Darlington stated that it is and added that there is a key lock and the cd’s cannot be taken out without the key.

Supervisor Hotaling asked if there were any other questions or comments, hearing none he offered a motion.

MOTION

On motion of Supervisor Hotaling, seconded by Councilman Boehm, authorizing the purchase of the DV 1 Overhead System Second Generation for the attached quote of approximately $5,700.00 including installation as well as an evidence digital camera for approximately $3,000.00 and upon the outlay of Town funds for those two pieces of equipment it will be submitted to the DA’s Office to be reimbursed 100%.

Supervisor Hotaling asked if there was any other discussion.

Chief Darlington stated that he will be meeting with Internal Control Officer Purinton on Wednesday to do budget amendments to show the amounts.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that the Town Board needs to understand that there will be some necessary budget amendments, which will be done by resolution once the dollar amounts are finalized and there will be appropriations added to the .2 account for the Police Department because they were not anticipated purchases in the budget and then the revenue will be derived from the DA’s Office to offset that. He asked if there were any other questions or comments, hearing none he asked for the vote.

VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Request to Attend Planning & Zoning Summer School

Supervisor Hotaling stated that he was in receipt of a request to attend Planning and Zoning Summer School from the Building Department for Marsh, Brown and Penpraze and added that recently there was one at Hudson Valley Community College where most of the Planning Board and some of the Zoning Board of Appeals attended. He added that this is in line with the four hour requirement for training each year and in this case there are going to have some discussions in the Zoning session on sub-division zoning and also RLUIPA and continued by saying that it peaked the interest of Zoning Board Chairman Marsh, Vice-Chairman Brown and Attorney Penpraze. He concluded by saying that the cost is $70.00 for pre-registration, which is approximately $40.00 more than the last Workshop and added that they could consider that the last time they paid a registration fee of $30.00 as well as $40.00 for a Workshop attendance for a total of $70.00 and for this time they can limit the total allocation to be $70.00, which would cover the registration fee.
Councilman Touchette stated that he questions about paying for the Attorney to attend.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that she did indicate that she would attend on her own and added that she is the Attorney for the Zoning Board of Appeals and he encouraged her to fill out an application as well.
Councilman Boehm interjected that they are all attorneys.

Supervisor Hotaling agreed.

Councilman Youmans interjected that Brown and Marsh are Zoning Board of Appeals members and Ms. Penpraze is the ZBA Attorney who is paid considerably more than they are to attend the meetings and added that he would expect her to cover that. He then asked Attorney for the Town Wukitsch if he was out of line with that.

Attorney for the Town Wukitsch stated that it was a tough question and added that he does think that there is a difference because ZBA members are under a mandate of State Law to do this training and added that it is appropriate for the Town Board to reimburse them.

Councilman Touchette interjected that attorneys are required to accumulate a certain number of credits. 

Supervisor Hotaling reiterated that she does not have a problem with that and added that he is the one that put her name in because he thought that it was appropriate to pay for hers too. He continued by saying that he understands the Board’s position and if it is the case they can only approve Marsh and Brown and then asked for a motion.

MOTION
On motion of Councilman Touchette, seconded by Councilman Youmans, approving the attendance at the Planning and Zoning Workshop on July 23, 2009 at Albany Law School for ZBA Chairman Marsh and ZBA Vice-Chair Brown for a registration fee of $70.00 each.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that ordinarily they would have them file for a Workshop as well and continued by asking if they want to waive it and have the $70.00 be it or if they want them to submit, like others have done after the training, a timesheet for a Workshop.

Collectively the Town Board agreed that they should be paid the additional because they are taking the time to attend.
Supervisor Hotaling asked if there was any other discussion, hearing none he asked for the vote.

VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Request for Mileage Reimbursement to Attend Town Clerk’s Meeting

Supervisor Hotaling stated that there was a request for mileage reimbursement from Town Clerk Millious to attend a Town Clerk’s Association Meeting in Berne, NY and added that the request is self explanatory. He continued by saying that she is the Albany –Schenectady President of the Association and her attendance at these meeting is appropriate and expected and continued by offering a motion.
MOTION

On motion of Supervisor Hotaling, seconded by Councilman Boehm, authorizing reimbursement for mileage and lunch for the meeting in Berne, NY on June 26th .

VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Highway Department Request to Auction Equipment Online

Supervisor Hotaling stated that he received a request a couple of days ago from Superintendent Deering advising that he had spoken with the Highway Superintendent of Berne who had advised that many municipalities use a venue called Auctions International and instead of scrapping he wanted to auction the old Mack front-end. He continued by asking Deputy Highway Superintendent Searles if this is the one that was replaced for $15,000.00.
Deputy Highway Superintendent Searles stated that it is a brand new front end.

Supervisor Hotaling inquired as to if the old one is operable.

Deputy Highway Superintendent Searles stated that it isn’t but there are people that would want the parts off it and added that there are good parts on it.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that rather than scrapping the front-end they would put it on this on-line auction and then asked Deputy Highway Superintendent Searles about the $10.00 registration fee and whether or not they can do it.
Deputy Highway Superintendent Searles stated that they could do it.

Attorney for the Town Wukitsch stated that he would strongly encourage the Town to pursue disposing of surplus equipment through the internet and added that another municipality that he represents just went in that direction this year and the bids that are coming in are multiples of what they are use to getting.

Councilwoman Rogers stated that she had just heard that Cairo had gotten $25,000.00 for selling something.

Attorney for the Town Wukitsch stated that as far as the law on selling surplus equipment it has to be done in a commercially reasonable manner and added that there is no other law that requires you to do it one way or the other. He reiterated that he would strongly urge that they pursue it and then asked if the bid that was talked about earlier in the meeting was posted on the internet.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that he didn’t believe that it was and added that it was not authorized to be done that way. He continued by saying that there was a search done on the internet after it was authorized to be advertised locally and the prices on that particular item ranged from a low of $13,000.00 to a high of $29,000.00 and added that it was the same year, 1966. He concluded by saying that they may have missed the boat on that one in terms of that and went on by saying that it might be something that they should look forward to not only advertising for bids here but also for putting it out there.

Deputy Highway Superintendent Searles stated that there is an up-coming auction in the Town of Bethlehem.

Supervisor Hotaling reiterated that there is a $10.00 registration fee and added that he does not how it is done and then suggested that they put a personal credit card out there and then print the receipt and submit a voucher for reimbursement.
Councilman Boehm interjected that they should share it with all the departments.

Deputy Highway Superintendent Searles stated that he would check on it and make sure that it’s not just for the Highway Department.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that Deputy Highway Superintendent Searles can move ahead with setting it up.

Councilman Boehm stated that a bid on the website would have to be approved by the Town Board.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that some of those things are time sensitive and added that right now they have meetings once a month.

Collectively they agreed that they could call a Special Meeting.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that they will play it by ear and continued by offering a motion.

MOTION
On motion of Supervisor Hotaling, seconded by Councilman Boehm, authorizing Highway Superintendent Deering and Deputy Highway Superintendent Searles to set up an account on Auctions International for the initial purpose of scrapping the old Mack front-end and for anything that comes along in the future that they can use the site for.

Attorney for the Town Wukitsch interjected that if they move in this direction in the future, which he recommends, they can synchronize the bid closing to a night when they have a meeting.
Supervisor Hotaling suggested that Deputy Highway Superintendent Searles find out when the next meeting is and they can then have an option for doing it on that date. He continued by asking if there were any other questions or comments, hearing none he called for the vote.

VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Supervisor Hotaling stated that if they can they will do it by check from the Business Office and added that it would probably be easier done directly by them. He continued by asking if there were any other Old Business topics, hearing none he moved to the next item on the agenda.

*****************************

RESOLUTIONS

Supervisor Hotaling stated that the first resolution was about supporting the Lafarge plant modernization in the Town of Coeymans and asked that Councilman Touchette introduce it.

RES. #64-09 AUTHORIZE SUPPORT OF LA FARGE MODERNIZATION
On motion of Councilman Touchette, seconded by Councilman Youmans, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS – 0 – SO MOVED
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans recognizes that the Coeymans Cement Plant, a Lafarge North American Facility, located in Coeymans, New York, has produced materials vital to the construction industry for over 46 years, is a major employer and community partner in the town, and

WHEREAS, the direct and indirect impact of the Coeymans Cement Plant is positive, significant and extends far beyond the grounds of the facility and deep into our community, and

WHEREAS, while the Coeymans Cement Plant and its dedicated employees have always produced high-quality cement now, due to industry consolidation, global competition, and technological advancement, the Coeymans Plant plans to modernize to reduce energy use, increase operating efficiency, improve environmental performance and maintain global competitiveness, and 

WHEREAS, the proposed investment by Lafarge in the Coeymans Plant is substantial and will help secure good paying manufacturing jobs in upstate New York for the future, and

WHEREAS, Lafarge has affirmed its commitment to operating its plant in full compliance with all applicable DEC and EPA regulatory requirements and in a manner that is protective of human health and the environment, and

WHEREAS, Lafarge North America is preparing to submit the required permit application for modernizing the Coeymans Plant operations to the New York Department of Environmental Conservation, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board acknowledges the major investment Lafarge intends to make in their Coeymans Plant which will help secure and sustain good paying, long-term jobs in Coeymans and surrounding communities, coupled with the significant economic impact in the local community and greater Capital Region, during construction of the modernized plant and after, and

WHEREAS, Lafarge has represented its environmental leadership in the commitment to design, construct, and operate the new Coeymans Plant using the highest standards of control technology to ensure the protection of the environment and the health of area residents, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans strongly supports this project of Coeymans Plant modernization, which will likely ensure the long-term future of cement manufacturing at the Coeymans Plant in Albany County. 
Supervisor Hotaling stated that he has 108 letters sent from Lafarge employees to the Town Board and continued by reading the following excerpt from the letter:

“I am a Lafarge employee sending this letter to express my support for the cement plant modernization. My co-workers and I agree that it is going to be a state-of-the-art technology that makes sense, is good for business, and good for the community. If approved the project will make the plant the most advanced cement manufacturing facility in New York.”

He continued by saying that they talk about how proud they are with the work that they do and they role they play in making one of the top quality products in the industry and strongly urge the Town Board to support this important project. He added that the letters were directed to him and the Board members individually as well as to other local County and State leaders and reiterated that he had received 108 personally.

Councilman Youmans interjected that there does not seem to be any downside that he can see to the modernization project and added that it is better for the environment and will mean that the plant is here for a long time to come.

Councilman Boehm stated that they are the cornerstone for economic development here and added that it is hard to imagine them not being here. He continued by saying that it is a great resolution, they support them and are looking forward to their efforts, which is millions of dollars that they are going to invest in the plant.         
Councilman Youmans interjected that it is in excess of 300 million dollars.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that it’s a lot of money and added that when that kind of investment is made, it pretty much insures that they will be around for a long time. He continued by saying that they have been a reasonable neighbor since 1961 and with a modernized plant they will be here for at least another 50 years or more because they have 70 years worth of limestone left up there.

Councilman Boehm interjected that with the whole footprint of New York they have the most employees with 180                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
RES. #65-09 APPOINT PARKS & RECREATION MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR

On motion of Councilman Boehm, seconded by Councilman Youmans, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS – 0 – SO MOVED

WHEREAS, Nelson Perry has served as Park and Recreation Maintenance Supervisor in the Community Beautification Department since October 2006, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Perry has taken and passed a Civil Service Test for this position, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Perry has undergone a satisfactory probationary period of 16 weeks, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board liaison to the Community Beautification Department recommends the termination of Mr. Nelson Perry’s Probationary period,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans hereby determines that the probationary period of Nelson Perry as Parks and Recreation Maintenance Supervisor is included and his appointment to this position is permanent.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that Councilman Youmans recommended the resolution.

Councilman Youmans stated that Nelson does an excellent job for the Town and added that the fact that they never officially took him out of his probationary period was strictly an over site. He added that Nelson had brought it to him and asked why he was still on probation and his response was that there was no need for it and continued by stating that he wants to thank Mr. Perry for the excellent job that he does and is certainly done with his probation period.

RES. #66-09 REINSTATEMENT OF CLERK I POSITION – BUILDING DEPARTMENT

On motion of Councilwoman Rogers, seconded by Councilman Touchette, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED
WHEREAS, the Town Board, at the May 26, 2009 meeting of the Board, abolished the full-time position of Clerk which was assigned to the Building Department, and

WHEREAS, the underlying reason for the position abolition related to anticipated shortfalls in revenues is still valid, and

WHEREAS, the former incumbent of the position, having been recently promoted to Court Clerk in the Town of Coeymans Justice Department, has now requested to revert back to her position of Clerk  in the Building Department, and

WHEREAS, the Labor/Management Agreement in effect between the Town of Coeymans and CSEA requires that the Town accommodate any request to revert back to an original position, after having been promoted, during the probationary period.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board reestablishes the full-time position of Clerk, assigned to the Building Department, at her previous hourly wage of $14.91. This reinstatement is effective immediately.
Councilman Boehm inquired as to the position being eliminated and whether or not reinstatement is still applicable.

Attorney for the Town Wukitsch stated that you can abolish the position and then reinstate it.

Councilman Boehm stated that the position was gone and no longer there and continued by asking if the Labor Management Agreement is still binding.

Attorney for the Town Wukitsch stated that it is if the Agreement provides that she can automatically revert back to her prior position.

Councilman Boehm inquired about the position not existing.

Attorney for the Town Wukitsch stated that it is simultaneous.

Supervisor Hotaling interjected that it is an anomalous situation and added that the Labor Management Agreement says that during the probationary period the Town can take someone having been promoted who does not work out too well, terminate their promotion during the probationary period and put them back and reinstate them to their original position. He added that conversely the employee during that probationary period can request to be reverted back if they decide to do so and continued by saying that they eliminated the position due to revenue shortfall expectations. He went on by saying that they didn’t expect and it is rare, that once promoted an individual would say that they didn’t want to make the additional $2.00 per hour and wanted to go back to their prior position, which is what happened. He continued by saying that the fact that they eliminated and abolished the position for budgetary reasons because of the opportunity to do it because of the promotion, does not eliminate their requirement to live up to the Labor Management Agreement and make it available to her upon her request. He concluded by saying that it is a little unusual and added that they don’t have a choice and have to create the position for her to go back to.
Attorney for the Town Wukitsch stated that this is how he views the resolution and reiterated that they are simultaneously recreating the position.

Supervisor Hotaling interjected that it is at the same level.

Councilman Touchette stated that he believes that Councilman Boehm’s question was if the Town is required to let her revert back if the position has been abolished.
Attorney for the Town Wukitsch stated that the way that he would view it is the provisions of the Collective Bargaining Agreement trump the situation and as the employer you would have to honor it or you could be found to be in breach of the Agreement if you don’t afford her the opportunity.

RES. 67-09 APPOINT FOOD FOR THOUGHT BUS DRIVERS

On motion of Councilman Youmans, seconded by Councilwoman Rogers, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED
WHEREAS, the Summer Food for Thought Program is in need of an experience bus drivers for transportation, and

WHEREAS, one bus will provide the necessary transportation, and
WHEREAS, Tammy Provost has driven the bus for the program in the past and has the required experience,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans authorizes the Supervisor to hire Tammy Provost as the designated bus driver at the hourly rate of $12.50, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Supervisor Hotaling has designated Tammy Tucker as back-up (substitute) driver for the program, when needed, at the hourly rate of $12.50.

Supervisor Hotaling interjected that Civil Service approved both Ms. Provost and the substitute on 06-19-09.
RES. 68-09 APPOINT FOOD FOR THOUGHT ASSISTANTS

On motion of Councilman Touchette, seconded by Councilman Youmans, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED
WHEREAS, the Summer Food for Thought Program is in need of Recreational Assistants to supervise the children who have signed up for the program,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby appoint the following individuals as part-time Recreational Assistants for the Food for Thought Youth Program:


Rachel Albano


Shaun LeMay


Jamie Breedlove

Phillip Meacham


Lauren Cumm


Nicholas Noyes


Christine Holodook

Liana Nunziato


Matthew Krein

Mandi Palmer

The appointment is effective July 6 to August 7, 2009, and will be at the hourly wage of $7.15.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that the applications were reviewed by Danyel Crowley, Food for Thought Director and added that some of them had previously been volunteers and were moved up to paid workers. He added that the Program is well received and highly anticipated by the public, and is filling up like the rain barrel in the last couple of weeks. He continued by saying that they are awaiting Civil Service approval for these individuals and because of their seasonal nature they are not anticipating any problems.

RES. 69-09 APPOINT SUMMER CHOICES SUPERVISOR

On motion of Councilman Boehm, seconded by Councilwoman Rogers, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans has been approved to receive summer seasonal personnel assistance through the CHOICES Program, and

WHEREAS, these summer employees are being assigned to perform various seasonal tasks in the community, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board is desirous of providing supervision for these summer seasonal CHOICES funded employees,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans does hereby authorize payment for the services of Ralph Surrano to provide the necessary and required supervision for these employees, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mr. Surrano shall receive $1,000.00 for these services during the approximately five-week duration of the program. This payment will be made by voucher in the August 2009 Abstract.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that Mr. Surrano has provided this service in the past and added that he gets along well with the children, likes doing it and the children look forward to seeing him each year.

Councilman Youmans interjected that he thinks he spends the $1,000.00 that they give him on breakfast sandwiches for the kids.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that he has been known to ask the kids what they had for breakfast and if they don’t answer quickly enough breakfast will be there.
RES. 70-09 APPPOINT SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM STAFFING
On motion of Councilwoman Rogers, seconded by Councilman Youmans, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 4 – NAYS 0 – ABSTAIN 1 – (Boehm) SO MOVED

WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans and the Village of Ravena established a Summer Recreation Program to be based at Mosher Park, and
WHEREAS, both the Town Board and Village Board has agreed to equally fund this program by each contributing $3,500.00, and

WHEREAS, seasonal part-time staff is needed to operate this program, which will run from July 6 to August 14, 2009,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans hereby appoints Eric Stott as part-time seasonal Recreation Leader at the hourly rate of $11.00, effective immediately, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans hereby appoints part-time seasonal Recreation Assistants at the hourly rate of $7.15 as follows:


Tom Boehm


Nicholas LaMountain




Geoffrey DeLuca

Erienne Reith




Keith Geraldson

Gabrielle Reith

Councilman Boehm stated that he was abstaining from the vote because an immediate family member is being considered for employment in the resolution.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that this is the third year for the program.

Councilman Boehm stated that the first year the Recreation Leader was Laura Persico and last year it was Kevin Reinisch who strongly recommended Eric Stott for this year and added that he believes that he will follow in his footsteps and do a great job with the Program and is looking forward to it. He continued by saying that they are on the cusp of getting bus transportation, which will open up the Program to those in the Hollow and Hamlet. He went on by saying that they are going to maintain staff through the lunch period, which was recommended by Kevin because staff would leave and kids would hang-out. He concluded by saying that the is looking forward to it, it is a great program and they have done well with the Village and then thanked Village Trustees Persico and Case for working with him and Councilman Youmans in coordinating the activities and the hiring of the personnel.
Councilman Youmans interjected that he would add that the meetings leading up to this and every interaction that they had with the Village Trustees were a pleasure and through their knowledge of Mr. Stott through the school, because they both work at the school, they highly recommended him to this position and they are excited to have him.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that there are two resolutions relative to the Annual Audit one for the Town Officials and one for the Justice Court. He added that he is one of the Town Officials that was audited and his books and records were audited by the Town Board and went on by saying that he didn’t participate in the audit other than responding to questions. He continued by saying that he did participate in the audit questions for the Town Clerk and Police Chief and will be participating in the vote with the understanding that his vote is for those things in which he participated in as an auditor.
RES. 71-09 APPROVE ANNUAL AUDIT OF TOWN OFFICIALS

On motion of Councilman Youmans, seconded by Councilman Boehm, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

WHEREAS, The Town Board must complete or have completed an audit, in accordance with Town Law Section 123 of Town Law, of all Town Officials that handle cash, and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board has adopted an audit procedure, based on the Local Management Guide, Fiscal Oversight Responsibilities, published by the State of New York Office of the State Comptroller, on May 14, 2007, to be applied to the records of each Town Official that handles cash, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has completed the audit on June 16, 2009,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the records of the Town Supervisor have been reviewed by the following reviewers and have concluded as follows:


Board Member


             Conclusion



Dawn Rogers



See attached checklist/comments


Thomas Boehm


See attached checklist/comments


James Youmans


See attached checklist/comments


Richard Touchette


See attached checklist/comments

The records of the Town Clerk have been reviewed by the following reviewers and have concluded as follows:


Board Member


             Conclusion



Ronald K. Hotaling, Jr.

See attached checklist/comments


Dawn Rogers



See attached checklist/comments


Thomas Boehm


See attached checklist/comments


James Youmans


See attached checklist/comments


Richard Touchette


See attached checklist/comments

The records of the Receiver of Taxes have been reviewed by the following reviewers and have concluded as follows:


Board Member


             Conclusion



Ronald K. Hotaling, Jr.

See attached checklist/comments


Dawn Rogers



See attached checklist/comments


Thomas Boehm


See attached checklist/comments


James Youmans


See attached checklist/comments


Richard Touchette


See attached checklist/comments

The records of the Town Clerk’s Collection of Water receipts have been reviewed by the following reviewers and have concluded as follows:


Board Member


             Conclusion



Ronald K. Hotaling, Jr.

See attached checklist/comments


Dawn Rogers



See attached checklist/comments


Thomas Boehm


See attached checklist/comments


James Youmans


See attached checklist/comments


Richard Touchette


See attached checklist/comments

The records of the Town Clerk’s Collection of Sewer receipts have been reviewed by the following reviewers and have concluded as follows:


Board Member


             Conclusion



Ronald K. Hotaling, Jr.

See attached checklist/comments




Dawn Rogers



See attached checklist/comments


Thomas Boehm


See attached checklist/comments


James Youmans


See attached checklist/comments


Richard Touchette


See attached checklist/comments

The records of the Police Chief’s collection of bail and other cash receipts have been reviewed by the following reviewers and have concluded as follows:


Board Member


             Conclusion



Ronald K. Hotaling, Jr.

See attached checklist/comments


Dawn Rogers



See attached checklist/comments


Thomas Boehm


See attached checklist/comments


James Youmans


See attached checklist/comments


Richard Touchette


See attached checklist/comments

The completed checklists, which include the reviewer’s comments and conclusions are made part of this resolution.

RES. 72-09 APPROVE ANNUAL AUDIT OF JUSTICE COURT

On motion of Councilman Touchette, seconded by Councilwoman Rogers, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS – 0 – SO MOVED

WHEREAS, the Town Board must complete or have completed an audit, in accordance with Town Law Section 123 and Section 2019-A of the Uniform Justice Court Act, of all Town Justices, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has adopted an audit procedure, based on the Local Management Guide, Fiscal Oversight Responsibilities, published by the State of New York Office of the State Comptroller, on May 14, 2007, to be applied to the records of each Town Justice, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has completed the audit of June 16, 2009,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the records of Town Justice Dardani have been reviewed by the following reviewers and have concluded as follows.


Board Member


             Conclusion



Ronald K. Hotaling, Jr.

See attached checklist/comments


Dawn Rogers



See attached checklist/comments


Thomas Boehm


See attached checklist/comments


James Youmans


See attached checklist/comments


Richard Touchette


See attached checklist/comments


The records of Town Justice Reilly have been reviewed by the following reviewers and have concluded as follows:


Board Member


             Conclusion



Ronald K. Hotaling, Jr.

See attached checklist/comments


Dawn Rogers



See attached checklist/comments


Thomas Boehm


See attached checklist/comments


James Youmans


See attached checklist/comments


Richard Touchette


See attached checklist/comments

The completed checklists, which include the reviewer’s comments and conclusions are made part of this resolution.
RES. 73-09 APPROVE JUNE 2009 ABSTRACT

On motion of Councilman Boehm, seconded by Councilman Touchette, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

	FUND
	VOUCHER #
	AMOUNT

	
	
	

	GENERAL (A)
	
	

	General Pre-Pay
	1248-1292,1443-1454
	$439,166.79

	General
	1144,1336-1383
	$  23,382.30

	
	           
	

	
	           General Total   
	$462,549.09

	
	
	

	PART-TOWN (B)
	
	

	Part-Town Pre-Pay
	1293-1303,1455-1456
	$213,979.44

	Part-Town
	1384-1389
	$    2,069.91

	
	            Part Town Total
	$216,049.35

	HIGHWAY (D)
	           
	

	Highway Pre-Pay
	1304-1314
	$  39,926.96

	Highway
	1390-1420
	$    8,452.99

	
	
	

	
	           Highway Total
	$  48,379.95

	
	
	

	SEWER (SS)
	
	

	Sewer Pre-Pay
	1315-1328,1457-1460
	$  14,062.26

	Sewer
	1421-1438
	$    9,545.11

	
	
	

	
	          Sewer Total
	$  23,607.37

	
	
	

	CAPITAL PROJ. (H29)
	
	

	Capital Projects Pre-Pay
	1329,1461
	$155,224.30

	
	
	

	
	           Capital Proj.Total
	$155,224.30

	
	
	

	CAPITAL PROJ. (H32)
	1439-1442
	$    2,504.49

	
	
	

	
	            Capital Proj. Total
	$    2,504.49

	
	
	

	
	            Total for All Funds
	$908,314.55

	
	
	

	TRUST & AGENCY (TA)
	
	

	Trust & Agency Pre-Pay
	1330-1335
	$232,153.68

	
	
	

	
	          Trust & Agcy. Total
	$232,153.68

	
	
	


*****************************

CORRESPONDENCE

None at this time.
*****************************

TOWN BOARD WORKSHOPS/ MEETINGS

· Town Board Workshop, July 21, 2009 – 6pm
· Town Board Meeting, July 27, 2009 – 7pm
*****************************

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Supervisor Hotaling asked if there were any additional comments.

Councilman Youmans stated that he wanted to thank Mr. Laraway of P&M Brick and P&M Marine Terminal for hosting the fireworks two weeks ago and added that it was a nice time with a good turnout and added that he is being a good member of the community by hosting the event and it was a nice thing to do.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that unfortunately he missed the event because he was out of town and added that it took some time working with his staff to put together the bus transportation, which the Board did approve. He continued by saying that he believes that it was reasonably successful but he was told that if it occurs again they may want to consider a second bus because people had to wait for the bus to make the cycle back.

Councilman Youmans stated that the problem was not getting them down there, because it made multiple trips and kept running leading up to the fireworks and added that once the fireworks were over everyone wanted to go home at the same time. 

Supervisor Hotaling stated that they have to consider this for the next time.

Councilman Youmans stated that everyone there was well behaved and it was a really nice time.

Supervisor Hotaling asked if there were any other comments.

Councilwoman Rogers stated that she also missed the event but had heard that it was very nice.
Supervisor Hotaling asked if there were any other comments.

Councilman Boehm stated that he was there for the festivities leading up to the fireworks but missed the actual firework display and added that those displays cost thousands of dollars and being able to provide bus transportation at a minimal cost to allow the residents to see that during these stressful times is a great opportunity and added that he also wanted to thank Carver Laraway for doing that. He went on by saying that the wanted to reiterate that the dates for the Recreation Program are July 6th through August 14th with organized activities from 9am to 3pm at Mosher Park and they will follow-up with information on the bus as it becomes available and will include the information on the website. He concluded by encouraging people to take advantage of the Program and added that it is free.
Supervisor Hotaling asked if there were any other comments.

Councilman Touchette stated that he also wanted to thank the Laraway Organization and added that it was a nice time with good food and great fireworks with a nice friendly crowd. He continued by saying that he will be away for the July 27th Town Board Meeting and added that unfortunately he will have to miss it. He went on by saying that last Saturday the Historic Coeymans Landing Neighborhood Association had their Big Sweep, which was cosponsored by the Town and added that there was a good number of people that participated with Police helping slow down the traffic as they were sweeping the streets. He continued by saying that at the landing they had a number of people stop by for hotdogs and Tom Dolan and his son and one of his friends played music under the gazebo for a couple of hours and added that it was a good time and they think they will do it again. He went on by saying that Parks and Recreation Supervisor Perry had mentioned to him earlier in the day that there has been some vandalism at the gazebo and asked if the Police could try and keep a better eye on it. He concluded by saying that the Farmer’s Market starts on Thursday, July 9th with a terminal for the electronic benefit and those with food stamp eligibility can use it for eligible items.
Supervisor stated that he is looking forward to it and then inquired as to the number of vendors that will be there.

Councilman Touchette stated that there currently are four produce vendors.
Supervisor Hotaling stated that when they see how successful they are there will probably be more and then asked if there were any other comments.

Chief Darlington stated that as he had mentioned prior in the meeting, he had a meeting with DA Soares in reference to their asset forfeitures and ultimately a follow-up in regard to starting an Asset Forfeiture Program and added that they are looking at whether the Criminal Procedure Law will allow for the kind of Program that they are asking for. He concluded by saying that hopefully they will blaze a trail on it.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that many months ago they authorized Chief Darlington and Prosecutor Martin Burke to form a coalition to explore the possibility of doing their own Asset Forfeiture Program because they were experiencing 2-3 unfortunate events in terms of fraud and have spent countless hours, time and money in enforcement and ultimately in assisting in the prosecution. He continued by saying that they felt it only appropriate that they could take a look at getting their own Program.
Councilman Touchette inquired as to if there is a timeline as to how much longer it might take to work through the process.

Chief Darlington stated that he doesn’t.

Supervisor Hotaling stated that initially the first problem was getting the DA to even talk about it and added that it was only a couple of weeks ago when the Chief first met with the DA and had the opportunity to talk about. He added that now the DA’s Chief of the Fiscal Bureau is looking into it from the CPL perspective.

Supervisor Hotaling asked if there were any other comments, hearing none he asked for a motion to adjourn.

*****************************

ADJOURNMENT
Supervisor Hotaling asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

MOTION
On motion of Councilman Boehm, seconded by Councilwoman Rogers, the Town Board Meeting was adjourned.
Time: 8:50pm
Respectfully Submitted,


APPROVED:

___________________________

Diane L. Millious, Town Clerk

