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MINUTES BOOK**TOWN OF COEYMANS

January 14, 2013 – Town Board Meeting – 7:00pm

A Town Board Meeting was held Monday, January 14, 2013, at 7:00pm at Town Hall, 18 Russell Avenue, Ravena, New York 
PRESENT:

Stephen D. Flach, Supervisor

                              
Dawn L. Rogers, Councilwoman




Thomas A. Boehm, Councilman




Thomas E. Dolan, Councilman




Peter E. Masti, Councilman
ALSO PRESENT: 
Diane L. Millious, Town Clerk




Albert Deering, Highway Superintendent




Scott Searles, Deputy Highway Superintendent




Greg Darlington, Chief of Police

*****************************

Supervisor Flach opened the meeting and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

*****************************

OPENING COMMENT

Supervisor Flach stated that the records should reflect the presence of a full Town Board.
*****************************

AGENDA

· Public Announcement

- Town Offices Closed 01-21-13, Martin Luther King Day

· Approval of Minutes

- Public Hearing, December 18, 2012 (Cable Franchise)

- Public Hearing, December 18, 2012 (Sewer Rates)
- Town Board Meeting, December 18, 2012

- Town Board Organizational Meeting, January 2, 2013

- Bid Opening, January 10, 2013

· Old Business

· New Business

· Resolutions

- Rescind Resolution #074-12

- Creation of Capital Project H39

- Authorize Supervisor to Engage CT Male to prepare I&I Report

- Appoint Sewer Administrator

- Authorize Supervisor to Execute Mid-Hudson Cable Franchise Agreement

- Authorize Supervisor to Execute 2013 EMS Contract with Ravena Rescue 

- Accept Bid Proposal – Truck/Plow

- Accept Bingo Inspector Resignation

· Correspondence

- Invitation from Greenville Central School District

· Town Board Workshops/Meetings

- Zoning Board of Appeals, January 16, 2013, 7:00pm

- Town Board Workshop, January 23, 2013, 6:00pm

- Town Board Meeting, January 28, 2013, 7:00pm

· Executive Session
*****************************
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT


Town Offices Closed – January 21, 2013
Supervisor Flach stated that Town Offices will be closed on January 21, 2013 for observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

Workshop Cancelled – February 19, 2013
Supervisor Flach stated that the Town Board Workshop scheduled for February 19, 2013 has been cancelled.
*****************************

PUBLIC COMMENT

Supervisor Flach invited the public to comment at this time.

Ms. Mary Pape stated that she lives in Coeymans and continued by saying that she wanted clarified what she hopes is a Town Policy so everyone is on the same page with it and won’t experience the confusion that she has. She continued by saying that on December 20th at 5:00 in the morning she called the police and stated that she wanted to file a written complaint and in turn an Officer came down and was very polite and nice and listened and when she asked if she needed to sign something he said that he would write it all up on the computer. She added that on the next day she went to the Police Department to get a copy of her written complaint and spoke with some other Officer who said that it takes 7-10 days and asked for her phone number and said that after it was checked with a supervisor they would call her and in turn she would pay $6.00 to the Town Clerk’s Office and bring the receipt down to the Police Department and they would give her the report. She went on by saying that she never heard anything and on January 10th she tried to e-mail the Police directly but she could not get it to go through so she then e-mailed Town Clerk Millious and asked that she forward it to the Police Department. She then asked if it was the correct procedure and if not she wanted it explained to her what the correct procedure is so she can do it and reiterated that she just wants a copy of her complaint.
Supervisor Flach stated that he did receive her e-mail last Thursday or Friday and added that Chief Darlington was off last week and then asked Chief Darlington if he wanted to speak to her request.

Chief Darlington stated that it should not take that long but it is the procedure and he will look into if the Officer actually did do a written report and if he didn’t it will be addressed and taken care of. He added that everything is done on the computers in the cars and station and the physical signing does not happen because they have not come up with that part of it yet but if it were something that would go to trial, at that point they would print it out and have it physically signed. He then asked for a copy of the e-mail and stated that this is the first that he had actually heard of it.
Ms. Pape gave him a copy and stated that she could give him the Officer’s name but she didn’t want to do it publicly and reiterated that he was very nice and said everything that he had just said about the computers.

Chief Darlington stated that he will look into it and get back to her.

Ms. Pape asked how long it will take.

Chief Darlington stated that he should have an answer the following day and added that if a report was not physically written he would have to see when the Officer is working but she will know one way or the other of the status.

Ms. Pape stated that she got the impression that he was going to do it right away and then thanked Chief Darlington.

Supervisor Flach asked if there were any other comments.

Ms. Donna Pasquini stated that she lives in the Hamlet of Coeymans and added that earlier in the day she saw on the web the meeting agenda and there was an appointment of a Sewer Administrator, Larry Conrad. She continued by saying that it now says on the agenda that the title is Project Manager for the Waste Water Treatment Plant and then asked how long he has been doing this.
Supervisor Flach stated that he just started as Project Manager this year, which is the reason for the resolution and added that he has been doing the sewer billing.

Ms. Pasquini asked if he was being paid to do the sewer billing and other work that he has been doing.

Supervisor Flach stated that he has not.

Ms. Pasquini stated that she understood that he has been getting $3,000.00 a year for doing the billing.

Supervisor Flach stated that it is effective for 2013.

Ms. Pasquini asked why there was $30,000.00 in the budget for 2012 for sewer plant administrator and this year it is in for $13,000.00.

Supervisor Flach stated that it was not just administration for Larry Conrad and it was not part of it and it was for things such as lawyer fees.

Ms. Pasquini asked what the qualifications are for the job and whether or not it has to be put out to the public or if it is something that they are doing inside and no one can apply.

Supervisor Flach stated that it is an in-house Project Manager position and Larry has been doing the sewer billing for them and with the big projects that they have coming up the felt as though they needed someone familiar with the sewer.

Ms. Pasquini stated that in years past the sewer billing was done by whoever was Chief Operator and then it was done by the Town Clerk’s Office and even with Larry doing it, Diane still has to stuff the envelopes and mail them out. She then asked if he is going to be paid for this at the same time that he is doing the Building Department job and added that she knows he has been doing it during the same hours because she has seen him out there taking pictures, which is double dipping.

Supervisor Flach stated that for this year they have in the Building Department a 40 hour paid position and he will specifically write down the hours that he is doing for Building and the hours that he does for Sewer and they will know how many hours he has where.
Ms. Pasquini stated that part of his pay will be paid out of Sewer for sewer work and part out of the Town for the Building Department work and then asked again if he had been getting paid in the past for all of the sewer work that he was doing.
Supervisor Flach and Councilwoman Rogers collectively said that he had not.

Ms. Pasquini stated that last year Mr. Conrad had said that he was there for the Town’s interest because the storm sewer was his job.
Supervisor Flach stated that he is in it for the Town’s interest.

Ms. Pasquini stated that he is as a Building Inspector and nothing was being done to her building and storm sewer has nothing to do with a building and then asked why he was down there saying he was representing the Town and brining an attorney down there unannounced.
Supervisor Flach stated that it is not just building codes as a Building Inspector and it is many other issues.
Ms. Pasquini stated that it is just buildings but a storm sewer that you are working on, which the Town first denied owning, but now admit that they own it. She continued by saying that it is crazy that people are going to have to pay him to do a Project Manager job when she knows that he is being paid full-time for his Building Department job and she does not believe that for the past three years that he has been doing it that he has not been paid because there has been money allocated in the budget for it.
Councilwoman Rogers stated that he has been doing it for nothing.

Supervisor Flach stated that he has not been paid out of anything other than the Building Department.

Ms. Pasquini asked what gives him the right to say that he is representing the Town when it comes to storm sewer because he is not an official of the storm sewer and was not hired to do anything with the sewer or storm sewer. She reiterated that he was down there with an attorney saying that he is an official representing the town.

Supervisor Flach stated that he believes that his scope of work is bigger than she realizes.

Ms. Pasquini stated that she realizes what his job description is as Building Inspector and she knows that he was being paid for and to step out of bounds and say that he is in charge of something else when he is not is wrong. She continued by saying that now they are going to appoint him and now he will be paid for doing what he has been doing anyway.
Supervisor Flach stated that was true.

Ms. Pasquini asked why and then asked again what his qualifications are for Project Manager and it should not be because they think he is an expert on everything and anyone can be a jack of all trades but master of none.

Supervisor Flach stated that he is within his scope of work.

Ms. Pasquini stated that he is saying that Building Inspector is within his scope of work to be a Project Manager for Sewer and things like that and added that she is not buying it and it is not within his scope of work. She reiterated that the job should have been offered out and paying one employee for two jobs is double-dipping and it has been going on and everyone just set back and let it go and no one wanted to question it and now they are raising their sewer rents to pay him, who has caused headaches for everyone. She concluded by saying that she wants to know why the job was not open and posted and what the qualifications are.
Supervisor Flach stated that he would be happy to sit down with her and go over Mr. Conrad’s qualifications are.

Ms. Pasquini stated that she didn’t want to sit down with him because for three months she has been asking him for a report that she loaned him to look at and he has been telling her that he could not find it and didn’t know where it was but when she called his secretary she looked in her folder and said it was right there and she went to Town Hall and got it. She added that he lied to her and didn’t even look for it.

Supervisor Flach stated that he was sorry and added that he thought is was something that he had at his desk and so everyone knows, he thought that it was something that she gave to him personally.
Ms. Pasquini stated that she gave it to his secretary to show to him.

Supervisor Flach stated that he didn’t realize that she gave it to his secretary and he thought it was something that she gave to him and he had in a file folder on his desk, which he would not find. He added that earlier in the day his secretary told him that she remembered getting it and after she called she looked in her file and there it was and it was not a matter of lying. 

Ms. Pasquini reiterated that she brought it up for her to show him and evidently he never even looked at it if he didn’t know it was in her file.

Supervisor Flach stated that they have had correspondence over the last year and she had given him a couple pieces of paperwork and he honestly didn’t know that she had given it to Lisa and he thought that it was something that she gave him and he misplaced and it was not a matter of not wanting to give it back.
Ms. Pasquini interjected that he didn’t return her calls and then asked that they drop that part of the discussion and continued by asking what the qualifications are for a Sewer Project Manager because most people in charge of projects have some type of Engineering degree or something so they know what they are doing and what they are looking at and you have to have some kind of degree so you know what is going on.

Supervisor Flach stated that he didn’t think that was correct to his knowledge.
Ms. Pasquini stated that he should start picking up and learning things because when Mr. Conrad was down to her house for the sanitary sewer he told the Highway Department that they needed a T-Y pipe and there is no such thing, you either have a T or a Y and she’s not even a plumber and she knows that but this is their expert.

Supervisor Flach asked if there were any other comments.

Ms. Nita Chmielewski stated that she lives in Alcove and she also would like to discuss the same resolution that she saw on the website, which said Administrator but now says Waste Water Treatment Plant Project Manager and some of the questions that Donna asked, she had as well and they were answered. She added that as far as she knows, and she was in the Bookkeeping Office for quite a few years, Mr. Conrad never got paid out of sewer for doing it.
Ms. Pasquini interjected that she knows there was money in the budget.

Ms. Chmielewski stated that a lot of the money was for attorney fees for BANS and she wanted Ms. Pasquini to know that the Board is telling her the truth and he didn’t get paid.  She continued by saying that the Building Inspector is going to take over as Project Manager and they put in $3,000.00 in the budget and then asked how many hours that equates to.

Supervisor Flach stated that he does not have an answer for her right here and now.

Ms. Chmielewski asked the rate of pay they are going to pay and added that they would divide that into 3,000.00 to get the hours.
Councilman Dolan stated that the number is 2,934 hours per year.

Ms. Chmielewski stated that they would have to know about what they are going to pay and how many hours to come out to $3,000.00.

Supervisor Flach stated that he didn’t know his rate of pay off the top of his head.
Ms. Chmielewski stated that it was fine but to put in $3,000.00 someone should have known how many hours it will come out to. She continued by saying that another point with the hours is that it is going to take away from the Building Department, which to her means that they don’t need a full-time Building Inspector and it could be part-time, which is a big savings on salary plus the benefits. She added that if he does take this job, and he will be getting benefits, which should not be because neither job is full-time, will they take from the part-town account and sewer department.
Supervisor Flach stated that he is still going to be a full-time Building Inspector.

Ms. Chmielewski asked how he will be putting in all the hours for Project Manager for the Sewer Department if he is a full-time Building Inspector.

Councilwoman Rogers stated that it will be the same way that he has been doing it for years, even when she sat on the Board he was helping with the sewer.

Ms. Chmielewski stated that it does not matter and she is right that he was helping them out and doing it for nothing, which he should not be doing because they have a Chief Sewer Plant Operator and every Operator before Mr. Breedlove did all of the work at the Sewer Department and then asked why Mr. Breedlove is not doing the work and why is Mr. Conrad doing it, which she does not have a problem with it but then he is not a full-time Building Inspector. She continued by saying that they have a full-time Chief Operator who is being paid approximately $50,000.00 and then asked if they had passed the title of Project Manager to the Waste Treatment Plant through Civil Service.
Supervisor Flach stated that they didn’t have a problem with the title.

Ms. Chmielewski stated that on Friday the title was Sewer Administrator and today it is Project Manager and then asked if they checked out the Sewer Administrator with Civil Service.

Supervisor Flach stated that they had.

Ms. Chmielewski asked why it was changed.

Supervisor Flach stated that it is not an Official Title that they have so they changed it from Administrator to Project Manager.

Ms. Chmielewski asked if there is a title for Project Manager.

Supervisor Flach stated that there is not.

Ms. Chmielewski stated that there would not be a list that they would have to pick from. She stated that in keeping track of his time, as Building Inspector they should give him a timecard to punch in and out and then another card for when he is working on Sewer because the Village is going to have to pay their fair share of his salary and the Village will certainly want something worthwhile in the hand to see when he worked on the Sewer. She concluded by saying that she really feels as though he should not be doing the Project Manager job at the same time that he is Building Inspector and to her if they do, the have to make the Building Inspector part-time.
Ms. Sylvia Lawler stated that she lives in the Town of Coeymans and added that she feels like a broken record but the noise from the Port went on for five days 24/7 and the only thing that separates her from the Port is the Ravena/Coeymans Yacht Club and she thinks that it is inappropriate. She continued by saying that Mr. Laraway had explained that when the barges are in dock, time is money but the people that are losing sleep who have to go to work the next day and were not able to sleep is inappropriate. She added that she believes in the specifications that they looked at, the trucks are suppose to run from 6:00am to 6:00pm and she has to wonder why when she drives by at 5:00am there are trucks in and out of the Port.
Supervisor Flach asked if there were any other comments.
Ms. Mary Pape stated that they don’t live in an Industrial Zone and they are zoned Residential so they should not be exposed to that level of industrial sound and noise, and to be awakened at night by it, which is 24/7 when there is a ship down there and it’s very wrong.

Councilman Dolan asked if it was the nature of her complaint.

Ms. Pape stated that part of it was her complaint she continued by saying that she agrees with Nita and even before it came up she believed that the position was part-time.

Supervisor Flach asked if there were any other comments, hearing none he moved to the next item on the agenda.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Supervisor Flach stated that there were five sets of minutes for Town Board approval, a Public Hearing on December 18, 2012 at 6:00pm, a Public Hearing on December 18, 2012 at 6:30pm, a Town Board Meeting on December 18, 2012, a Town Board Organizational Meeting on January 2, 2013 and a Bid Opening on January 10, 2013 and then asked for a motion to approve them.

MOTION

On motion Councilwoman Rogers, seconded by Councilman Masti, the minutes were approved as presented and read.
VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Councilman Masti stated that as he had discussed with Town Clerk Millious earlier, Resolution #004-13 indicated a vote of 5 Ayes and no Nays but he actually voted no.

Town Clerk Millious stated that it will be taken care of.

*****************************

OLD BUSINESS

C.T. Male – Update Zoning Map

Supervisor Flach stated that they hired C.T. Male to update the zoning map as per the Planning Board’s recommendation and the current map has been on since March of 07’ and the zoning changes were initiated in 2004. He continued by saying that C.T. Male is working on the maps to make sure that everything is where is should be and to upgrade the districts when they finish the Zoning Law, which is being worked on. He then asked if there were any questions.
Councilman Dolan asked what the process will be once they finish the map and whether or not there will be Public Comment.

Supervisor stated that the maps are actually online right now and have been and they are the changes and added that they are just trying to move forward.

Councilman Boehm suggested that they have a large copy of the map on an easel in Town Hall for the public to look at and for during the Public Hearing so they can see the proposed map.

Supervisor Flach stated that it can also be viewed online, which has been there for quite some time. He added that once they decide to move forward they will set a Public Hearing Date and do all the reviews that have to be done.
*****************************

NEW BUSINESS

UPS Letter Drop Box for Town Hall

Supervisor Flach stated that there have been some requests and they have looked at the possibility of having a UPS Drop Box installed at Town Hall and continued by reading the following:

Members of the public are encouraged to provide feedback. The drop box would be installed as a convenience for Town residents as well as surrounding areas that need to utilize such a service. It is understood that there are areas that provide a drop off point for UPS, this would allow for the drop off of a letter and small packages when other drop off points are closed. This is a free service for our community.

Supervisor Flach stated that if anyone had any questions or comments, they could contact his office.
Councilman Boehm asked if the box will be outside.

Supervisor Flach stated that it will be and they have not determined where it will be.

Councilman Dolan asked how this came about and whether UPS contacted them.

Supervisor Flach stated that a couple of people asked about it and it turn his secretary called UPS to ask about it and they said that it is something that they can do and it would be free. 
*****************************

RESOLUTIONS

Supervisor Flach stated that the first resolution is to rescind a resolution and the reason is because it is an H39 Project that they created for the sewer lines into Colvin Avenue to Rte. 144 and Blaisdell to Colvin Avenue, which are in need of repair and/or replacement and this project is actually H38, which was already created and the resolution after that recreates H39, which is for projects that they took Bonds for to upgrade and make repairs to the Waste Water Treatment Plant.
RES. #036-12 RESCIND RESOLUTION #074-12

On motion of Councilman Masti, seconded by Councilman Boehm, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED
RESOLVED, that Resolution #074-12 from the Town Board Meeting of May 29, 2012, is rescinded.

RES. #037-12 AUTHORIZE CREATION OF CAPITAL PROJECT H39
On motion of Councilman Boehm, seconded by Councilman Masti, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED
WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans has determined that the Waste Water Treatment Plant is in need of upgrades and repairs in accordance with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Order on Consent; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans is desirous of creating a Capital Project to perform the necessary upgrades and repairs to the Waste Water Treatment Plant; and

WHEREAS, that Capital Project is known as Capital Project H39,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans establishes Capital Project H39 for upgrades and repairs to the Waste Water Treatment Plant.

RES. #038-12 AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO ENGAGE CT MALE TO PREPARE I&I REPORT
On motion of Supervisor Flach, seconded by Councilman Boehm, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED
WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) requires the Town of Coeymans to do an Inflow & Infiltration (I&I) Report based on the moratorium that occurred in the Sewer District in 2001, and

WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans has to report to NYSDEC on an annual basis the improvements that they have made in addition to the amount of I&I that they have removed from the system, and

WHEREAS, the engineering firm of C. T. Male Associates, P.C. has provided the service of preparing the I&I Report in the past, and the Town of Coeymans is desirous of C.T. Male Associates compiling the report for 2012,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans authorizes Supervisor Stephen D. Flach to engage with C. T. Male Associates for the purposes of preparing an I & I report for 2012.

Councilman Boehm asked what the cost is associated with preparing the report.

Supervisor Flach stated that it is a good question and he does not have the answer.

Councilman Boehm asked if he knew approximately.

Supervisor Flach stated that he believes that it is $1,600.00, which he believes is the same as last year.

Councilman Boehm stated that he believes that in going forward it should include the dollar amounts and added that he didn’t want to hold up the report and he would suggest that they amend the resolution to say that it cannot exceed $2,000.00.

Supervisor Flach asked Chief Operator Breedlove if he know the cost.

Chief Operator Breedlove stated that he didn’t know.

Collectively the Town Board agreed that it should say not to exceed $2,000.00

RES. #039-12 AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO EXECUTE MID-HUDSON CABLE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT

On motion of Councilwoman Rogers, seconded by Councilman Dolan, the following resolution was TABLED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED
WHEREAS, Mid-Hudson Cablevision, Inc. is desirous of renewing its franchise to maintain and operate a cable television system in the Town; and

WHEREAS, maintenance  and operation of said cable television system involves the use and occupation by Mid-Hudson of the streets, thoroughfares and other public rights-of-way belonging to the Town; and

WHEREAS, the technical ability, financial condition and character of Mid-Hudson and its principals have been considered and approved by the Town Board in a public proceeding affording due process; held on the 18th day of December 2012; and

WHEREAS, the plans of Mid-Hudson for continued operation of said cable television system have been considered by the Town Board and found adequate and feasible in a full public proceeding affording due process; and

WHEREAS, the Franchise Agreement complies with the franchise standards required by the New York State Public Service Commission and the Cable Consumer Protection Act of 1992 and is subject to the review and approval of the New York State Public Commission

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans hereby grants a non-exclusive cable television franchise to Mid-Hudson Cablevision, and authorizes Supervisor Stephen D. Flach to execute the Franchise Agreement with Mid-Hudson upon the terms set forth in said Franchise Agreement
Councilman Dolan stated that he is against signing a 15-year Agreement with Mid-Hudson and added that they rose what he thought to be some serious concerns that he does not think were adequately addressed such as the area served and what constituted an area that they have to serve. He continued by saying that he understood that there is a formula that if there are a certain number of homes they have to provide them but nothing precludes them from offering to serve other areas that are less densely populated and as someone from the Town pointed out to him after the last meeting, they are a member of the town just as well as those within easy cable reach. He added that his second area of concern, which he does not feel was adequately addressed, is what they have referred to as the Senior Package or Budget Package, and it still seems to be an issue that unless a customer asks for it specifically or by the right name, they are not told that the package even exists let alone able to purchase it or enter into an agreement to get it. He went on by saying that the third concern is in general their lack of what he considers to be acceptable customer service and there was nothing that they gave them to indicate that their customer service will be any better. He concluded by saying that if they sign a 15-year Agreement with them, they can kiss goodbye any improvement in any of those three areas and he understands the reasoning behind the 15 years and it makes sense but having no guarantees that any of the areas will be addressed is not good.
Supervisor Flach asked what kind of guarantees they should ask of them about their budget package and the other concerns.

Councilman Dolan stated that when Mr. Boehm inquired about a Senior or Basic Package they conceded that they don’t really have what they call a Senior Package and you have to ask for it specifically because they don’t tell you about it and the head of the company didn’t offer to do anything about it.
Councilman Boehm stated that all of the packages are dependent on the purchase of something else and he finds the whole process very confusing in addition to agreeing that a 15-year Agreement, although it makes business sense to Mid-Hudson, does not make sense to him for that length of time.

Councilman Masti stated that he agrees with Councilman Dolan on several of his points and he does understand the extensions and formulas and it makes sense to him but he would like to see a better explanation of what they get for their payments because people have actually called him about their billing, which is very confusing and people don’t know what they are getting for what.
Councilwoman Rogers asked Supervisor Flach what they told him.
Supervisor Flach stated that basically what they said is that in order for them to make it worth their while to have a Franchise in a town for 15 years does not affect a single person and you can choose whoever you want whether it be State Telephone or Time Warner and it is your choice.

Councilwoman Rogers asked what will happen if they don’t agree to the 15-year Agreement and if they pull their cable out of town if they don’t sign it.
Councilman Masti stated that they would have to look at other options for cable.

Councilwoman Rogers stated that they don’t have options over the hill.

Supervisor Flach asked the Town Board for some suggestions as to what they want from Mid-Hudson and added that he thinks that there would be a lot of people upset if Mid-Hudson didn’t provide cable to the town. He added that there have been a few people complain about the packages but there will be more people complaining if they don’t have cable at all.

Councilwoman Rogers stated that they did say that within the 15 years someone else will come in.

Councilman Masti interjected that that it is non-inclusive.

Councilwoman Rogers stated that she does not have a problem with 15 years because she does not want to jeopardize what they have and she does agree as far as the Senior or Budget Packages, they should be in writing because they keep saying that it is available but no one can get it.

Councilman Masti stated that if it is in the contract, they will be able to show it to the residents.

Supervisor Flach stated that he will ask for the packages in writing.

Councilman Dolan stated that he would like to see some sort of commitment to re-look at what is economically feasible for them as far as density of housing to extend cable.

Councilman Masti interjected that he does not think that they will see much change.

Councilwoman Rogers stated that they did that in the past and found that there are enough houses on Lindskoog Road but it would cost too much to string the lines to get to that point and that is why they denied it and this is just one area that she knows of.
Councilman Dolan stated that the problem he has with the 15-year Agreement is not that it’s exclusive or excludes any individual from buying cable from anyone besides Mid-Hudson and his problem is that if they agree to the density need to bring cable somewhere then they have no incentive to even look at it again for 15 years. He added that 15 years might be a non-issue based on other technology but this is their only chance at trying to leverage it at all.

Councilman Masti stated that if someone else offers to come in they might think twice about it but they might not be able to bring it in at a lesser cost and State Telephone is going with fiber-optic, which will be great, but what might their cost be per mile be.
Supervisor Flach stated that he now has some questions that he can ask Mr. Reynolds.

Councilman Boehm stated that they had the Public Hearing when a School Board Meeting was going on and maybe by discussing it now, they might want to think about having another public comment period because there might be some issues that they might not be thinking of.

Supervisor Flach stated that the motion was seconded and then asked if they wanted to table it for now.

Collectively the Town Board agreed that it should be tabled. 
Supervisor Flach stated that at the end of the year the Town Board was given a contract from the Ravena Rescue Squad and in looking at it, they have a few more questions that they want to ask and find out about before the sign it. He continued by saying that he would offer a motion to table the resolution.
MOTION

On motion of Supervisor Flach, seconded by Councilman Boehm, the resolution to execute the 2013 EMS Contract was tabled.

VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

RES. #040-12 AWARD BID PROPOSAL FOR HIGHWAY TRUCK/PLOW

On motion of Councilman Dolan, seconded by Councilman Boehm, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

WHEREAS, the Town Board authorized the Town Clerk to publish a Notice to Bidders for the purchase of one Truck and Plow for the Highway Department; and 
WHEREAS, two bids were received and publicly read aloud on January 10, 2013; and 
WHEREAS, Crossroads Ford was determined to be the lowest, bidder proposing a price of $36,987.72 for the truck and plow; and 
WHEREAS, the Highway Superintendent recommends that the bid proposal of Crossroads Ford be accepted. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Supervisor is hereby authorized to execute a contract with Crossroads Ford for the supply of one truck and plow, in accordance with the bid proposal submitted to the Town Clerk on January 10, 2013. 
Councilman Boehm asked who the second bidder was.

Deputy Highway Superintendent Searles stated that it was Lacy Ford in the amount of $44,000.00 and added that he has the State Contract price, which is $38,855.96 and that Crossroads beat that price as well.
Councilman Boehm asked if Crossroads met all of the specifications for the plow and the truck.

Deputy Highway Superintendent Searles stated that they did.

Councilman Boehm stated that he is very excited that it is a local bidder and business and continued by asking Highway Superintendent Deering if he was going to auction off a truck.

Supervisor Flach stated that it is the plan but the Sewer Department truck is in really bad shape and he was thinking that they could discuss at the next Workshop the possibility of the Sewer Department buying it from the Highway Department.

RES. #041-12 ACCEPT RESIGNATION OF BINGO INSPECTOR
On motion of Councilman Masti, seconded by Supervisor Flach, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED
WHEREAS, Edward Domanico submitted his letter of resignation as Bingo Inspector; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Edward Domanico’s resignation as Bingo Inspector is accepted.

Supervisor Flach stated that the letter simply stated that he resigned and it did not give any reason but he has heard that he is not feeling well.

RES. #042-12 APPOINT SEWER ADMINISTRATOR

On motion of Councilman Boehm, seconded by Councilwoman Rogers, the following resolution was APPROVED – VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

WHEREAS, the 2013 Adopted Budget provided funding for a part-time position in the Waste Water Treatment Plant,

BE IT RESOLVED, that Laverne H. Conrad be and hereby is appointed to the position of Project Manager for the Town of Coeymans Waste Water Treatment Plant. This appointment is effective January 1, 2013 for a stipend of $2,934.00 per year.

Councilman Masti stated that he did the math and even at $25.00 an hour it only comes out to 120 hours, which is less than 2 hours a week and he has been in meetings with Mr. Conrad and he fights for the Town’s money and does a good job. He continued by saying that at the hospital they have a Project Manager that makes a whole lot more than $25.00 an hour and he thinks that Mr. Conrad is a good bargain and then apologized to Ms. Pasquini.

Ms. Pasquini stated that they are paying him twice and she doesn’t care.

Councilman Masti stated that they are not paying him twice and it is just for an added job.

Ms. Pasquini interjected that the sewer users are paying him twice.

Councilwoman Rogers interjected that public comment is over.
RES. #43-12 EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH COUNTY OF ALBANY STOP DWI PROGRAM
On motion of Supervisor Flach, seconded by Councilwoman Rogers, the following resolution was APPROVED – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED
WHEREAS, the County of Albany requires a Service Agreement with a qualified contractor regarding the expenditure of STOP DWI Program Funds, under circumstances to expand the STOP DWI effort in accordance with the spending plan approved by the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles, and
WHEREAS, the Town of Coeymans (Contractor) is able to provide the service to ensure that the aforementioned requirements are met efficiently and effectively.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Coeymans hereby authorizes Supervisor Stephen D. Flach to execute a contract with the County of Albany.

*****************************
CORRESPONDENCE
Invitation from Greenville Central School District

Supervisor Flach stated that he had a correspondence from Greenville Central School and continued by reading the following:
This letter serves as a follow-up to information previously provided by our District Clerk through your respective Town Clerk.

We would like to invite you to join the members of the Greenville Central School District Board of Education along with Town Boards and Town Planning Boards of the eleven (11) Towns of the Greenville Central School District to a Board of Education Workshop.

Supervisor Flach stated that Councilman Masti attended last year.

Councilman Masti stated that he did and it was very interesting but he can not go this year because he has to work.
Councilman Boehm asked if it was the same topic to share information and strategies regarding the New York State Budget and the Property Tax Cap Levy.

Councilman Masti stated that it was.

Councilwoman Rogers interjected that it is the same topic every year.

*****************************

TOWN BOARD WORKSHOPS / MEETINGS

· Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting, January 16, 2013, 7:00pm
· Town Board Workshop, January 22, 2013, 6:00pm
· Town Board Meeting, January 28, 2013, 7:00pm
*****************************
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Supervisor Flach asked if there were any other comments.

Chief Darlington stated that the Bingo Inspector is one of his Department’s employees and he just found out that he resigned and then asked if they were going to replace the position, which he believes is required.
Supervisor Flach stated that it is required and they will be replacing the position.

Councilman Boehm inquired as to the duties of a Bingo Inspector.

Chief Darlington stated that it is basically now just the Senior Center Bingo, which is once a week.

Town Clerk Millious stated that it is Sundays and she has the list of duties, which is also online.

Councilman Boehm asked if the Inspector has to be present to operate.

Chief Darlington stated that he believes that at certain points they have to do inspections.

Councilman Boehm suggested that they do a motion authorizing the Town Clerk to advertise for the position of Bingo Inspector utilizing the description that she currently has at the salary indicated in the budget.

MOTION
On motion of Councilman Boehm, seconded by Supervisor Flach, authorizing Town Clerk Millious to advertise for the position of Bingo Inspector.

VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Supervisor Flach asked if there were any other comments.

Highway Superintendent Deering stated that he would like to get authorization for Auctions International to get rid of the 10-20 tires and wheels.
MOTION
On motion of Councilwoman Rogers, seconded by Councilman Masti, authorizing Highway Superintendent Deering to have Auctions International put the tires and rims out to bid.
VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Supervisor Flach asked if there were any other comments.

Councilman Dolan stated that he wanted to offer his condolences to Ralph Surrano and his family on the passing of his wife Marion who was a great member of the community and good friend. 

Supervisor Flach asked if there were any other comments.

Councilwoman Rogers stated that she also wanted to offer her condolences to Mr. Surrano and his family as well as the Dale Court family.

Supervisor Flach stated that he wished the same condolences and added that they are such good families and it’s a hard thing to see good members of your community pass on.

Councilman Boehm stated that Mr. Surrano has been involved with the Summer C.H.O.I.C.E.S. Work Program for many years, even when he was a younger man and he also wanted to pass along his condolences. He continued by saying that it was brought to his attention by a resident that there was a call for an ambulance, which was a mutual aid situation and Bethlehem Ambulance responded and transported and now that person is subject to a bill and it is not a soft-billing situation and they are required to pay what Medicare didn’t pay. He added that it appears to be different from the billing practice that the Town has had with the Ravena Rescue Squad and it is disturbing that someone called for an ambulance from Ravena Rescue Squad but a Bethlehem Ambulance had to respond, who bills differently and will now be going after them for the payment. He went on by saying that they will be having a conversation with the Ravena Rescue Squad and they will be brining this up and hopefully they can bring some clarity and resolution to this.
Chief Darlington stated that Delmar Rescue Squad is not taking over for the entire Town of Bethlehem and they do similar to what the Town of Coeymans does, which means that if it is within your own town and you can’t pay the bill, it is forgiven but because they went outside of their district and in coming to Coeymans, you are legally responsible to pay the full amount, which would be what your insurance company does not pay and they will send you to collection if you don’t pay.
Councilwoman Rogers stated that it’s a big problem because they are going to hinder a lot of the elderly that refuse to call now knowing that Bethlehem is going to come and in turn they will be charged.

Chief Darlington stated that they don’t have a choice because it is part of the Automatic Mutual Aid and it is something that they need to take a look at.

Councilman Boehm stated that he will call Attorney for the Town Wukitsch to get his opinion.

Councilman Dolan asked that he share it with the rest of the Board when he finds out.

Supervisor Flach asked if there were any other comments, hearing none he asked for a motion to adjourn to Executive Session.
*****************************

ADJOURNMENT TO EXECUTIVE SESSION

Supervisor Flach asked for a motion to adjourn to Executive Session for a personnel issue.
MOTION
On motion of Councilman Boehm, seconded by Councilman Dolan, the Town Board Meeting was adjourned to Executive Session.
VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED

Time – 8:00pm 

*****************************
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Executive Session convened in the Supervisor’s Office immediately following the Town Board Meeting to discuss a personnel issue. The entire Town Board was present in addition to Chief Waste Water Treatment Operator Breedlove and Sewer Project Manager Conrad. There was no formal action and no decisions were made.
Supervisor Flach asked for a motion to adjourn the Town Board Meeting from Executive Session.
*****************************

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION

On motion of Councilman Dolan, seconded by Supervisor Flach, the Town Board Meeting was adjourned.
VOTE – AYES 5 – NAYS 0 – SO MOVED
Time – 9:25pm
Respectfully Submitted,


APPROVED –

_____________________________

Diane L. Millious, Town Clerk

